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ro THE 


. Reverend 1 ather i in Gop 


Lord va Biſhop < London, 


One of the Lords of. Us oy 
Majeſty* 8 Moſt Honourable - 
da Council. 


Mx Logy, 


a . Lordfhip to e 
me to Ulher theſe Ser- 
mons into the World under 
3 2 your 


Fo — * 1. 
—— —— wlu— 
K 5 ; ; q * 


Dx DIcAT ION. 


your Patronage ; ſince what- 25 
ever the Per formance proves to | 
be, the Snbje is undoubtedly 
Worthy of your Lordſhip's 


N ame and Protection 


- Tat Chriſtian World hath 


: been long ſince indebted to 
your Lordſhip for an uſeful 
and valuable Treatiſe on the | 
Holy Sacrament ; and I am 
from thence. encouraged to 
think, that you, my Lord, 
will not be unwilling to coun- 
tenance any Endeavours to- 
wards ſetting our Communion | 
8 Service in an ad vantageous 
Light, and increasing the 


N. umber 


= DRDICAT TON. 1 
Number of Devout and R. 


5 tional Communicants. 


LY is with Pleaſure 1 reflect 
on the general Happineſs * 


this Dioceſs under POW: Lord- 


ſhips Government ; and, in 


particular, onthe well-ground- 
ed Hopes we have of more 
full and frequent Communions, 
from the great Zeal your 
Lordſhip hath ſhewn for that 
Ahpoſtolical Rite of Confirma- 
tion: ARite, which, though of 
the greateſt Uſe in the Church, DD 
= hath been of late too much 
155 neglected ! A Rite, which not 
a als tends to the Promotion 


of 


Dr fcAT TON. 


5 of Religion and Virtue; but 


is likewiſe a proper Prepara- 


tion, and (according to the 
Rules of our Church ) the 
only Introduction to the Sacra 
ment W the Lord's . 


547 my Lord; Perſchel Eu- : 

* logiums could with any Pro- 
5 priety be prefixed to Diſcourſes | 

on ſuch folemn and weighty : 

, Subjects as theſe; it would 

yet be unneceſſary for me to 

delineate your Lordſhip s ami- 


able Character, which 1s to 


well known, and ſo generally ” 
admired : And it would, be- 
ſides, require a far more 1 


ful 


D E DIC ATI ON. 


ful Pen than mine to ſhew how. : 
all the truly valuable Accom- 
pliſhments of the Prelate, the 
Stateſman, and the Gentleman, 


concenter in your Lordſhip, | 


and ſhine i in their full Lale 5 


| Tar it may ; pleaſe Ga 
long to continue your Lord- 


5 ſhip i in the Sacred Poſt of Dig- 


nity you now enjoy, for the 


Good of his Church : That 


you, my Lord, may have the 


Satisfaction of ſeeing the Suc- | 


ceſs of your Labours, in an 


Orthodox and Exemplary 
Clergy, and a Conſcientious 
Laity: And that the Dioceſs 
1 * 


Devication. 


of London may be as eminent 
for Religion and Piety, as the 
| City of London is famous for 
Wealth and Commerce ; are, 


of 
wur Lindfip's 1. 
Mt obedient *. 


FT 2 and 2 Servant, 


Edward Yardley. 


my Lord, eHow Prayers _ 
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PREFACE 


Fr 8 Amnighty © 0 hath 2 
Fl 71] the Cuuach of ExNGLAxo 
with a moſt excellent Litur- 
gy, ſo He hath from time to 
time 9 up. Pious and Learned 
Members of our Communion to explain 
and defend it. And from their Pens 
Have flow'd the many Treatiſes we are 
vow "O99? in wherein the Uſe efulneſs, 
B Excel- 


7 The preface. 
3 and Purity of our Common 
reer are ſet forth and NIN: 


j From 'heſs Shake We Sod. that our | 
” Publick Service labours under no Eſen- 
ia / Defects, and that it is not incum- 


ber d With vain or. faulty Superfluities, 


In theſe Writings We find t vindicated : 


from the trifling Objettions of all its 
Enemies ; and meet with ſolid Refuta- | 

tions of the Arguments both of thoſe 

- from whom we have Reformed, and „ 
thoſe who Diſſent from us. Ts ſhort, 
they teach us how to underſtan - 
Liturgy, how to behave our ſelves when 


due uſe it, and how to defend it when D 
# is attacked. 


On 5 1 2 may, fins. 
incur the Cenſ are of the World, and be 
taxed with Unadviſedneſs or Preſum- 
ption, for attempting any thing ma | 

| Way | 


The Preface, xi 


Way i in hdd ſo many wiſer Heads and 
abler Hands have been already employ d. 
And therefore I muſt here, in my ow 


T Defence, obſerve, T hat moſt of the 


Writers I have hinted at, have given 
123 general Treatiſes 0 the whole Com- 
mon Prayer Book. Whilſt they Pur 


ſued ſo large a De / gu, they were 
| forced, in the ſeveral Parts of it, to aim 


at Brevity : Aud though they might 


eaſt fly bave furniſh d us with the moſt 
curious Obſervations on each particular 
Office, and have happily ſaved me the 
Hazard of making theſe Diſcourſes 
public; yet the greateſt Part of them 
rather give us a general Notion of the 
| Excellency of our Liturgy, than any 
full e in its particular ee 


On learned 1 accurate Hand bath 
indeed been employ 'd in the other Way, 
ait h Such known Succeſs that I need not 

8 Namo 


xi The Preface 
Name bim 5 and bath pointed out to 
18 the Beauty of Holineſs in our daily 


Service, and ſo much of the Liturgy as : 
is Sh on n and Holidays. 


But na That Aer declares, 5 
_ a He treats only of that Part of hs 


Communion Office which is read awhen 


the Sacrament is not adminiſtred, and 
zs called the Second Service: I Have 


4 therefore been encourag d to attempt a 
Practical Expoſit tion of the whole Com- 


munion Office. To make my Work tbe 
more entire, 1 found it neceſſary to go 
back to the Beginning of the Office, and 
explain it with an eſpecial View to the 
Holy Communion, And, although I 
have in Part of the firſt and ſecond 
Diſcourſes the Diſadvantage of coming 
| after Dr. Biſſe, yet, I hope, the Rea- 
der will, upon peruſal, not charge me 
: wih Repettion; and will find ſeveral 
T hings 


The Preface. : xiii 


7 0 which. hitherto have eſcaped . 
Obſervation. And certainly the Ex- 
| Ccellency of our Liturgy is not confined to 
any one Part of it; but is as conſpi- 
cuous in this as in the other _ of our 
Church. | 
x: oe 
In purſuing. my. ; Deſi on, 7 Was not 
 Jatisfied with only explaining the Service 
it ſel, and directing the Behaviour 
hic h is ſuitable to it ; but proceeded 
farther to compare it as the Licurgies 
and Uſages of the Primitive Church, 
that when it appears in all eſſential 5 
Points to agree with them, none may 


reaſonably attack this Service with the 
Charge of Novelty. 


I have 3 to careful ry ts 
expound the Doctrine of our Church 
herein, as that it may in no wiſe claſh 
with wwhat fhe delivers in her Cate- 

chiſm 
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xiv The Preface. 
cCuhiſm or Articles concerning this Sacra- 


ment: And where-ever I may have 
erred, I here declare. that it proceeded 


From Inadvertency, and not from Ob- 


ſtinacy ; and that I ſhall gratefully ac- 
knowledge the Favour of thoſe who will 


be ſo good as to acquaint me with any 


* Slips, and I will r eaduly ret raft them. 


n e e e the Commiunion 


Service of our Church appeared always 
in the ſame Proportion and Beauty 
aobich it now doth, It hath undergone 
ſeveral Reviews, together with the Li- 
turgy in which it is contained; and it 
Was not tl after the Reſtunearion of 


King Charles II. that they grew to the 


| Perfection in which we now enjoy 
| hem. 3 have i in theſe Diſcourſes men- 


tioned only thoſe Alterations which avere 


uſeful to my Purpoſe ; and, having all 


| along endeavoured to make the follow- 


ing 


The Preface. xv 

ing Sermons as plain as poſſible, I have 
_ thrown what was not ſo obvious or 

neceſſary into the Notes, which may 
either be peruſed or amitied, as Leiſure 
or Inclination ur diſpeſe the Reader. 


5 7 he firſt Licaigy: efabliſhed in the 
Reign of King Edward VI. awas the _ 
only one which had Introites fixed to 
the Sundays and Holidays : and as that 
Bool is very ſcarce, as thoſe who have 
already tranſcribed the Introites have 
committed ſeveral Mi ſtakes, and ſet : 
down the wrong Pſalms, and it is 
our preſent Uſage to þ ng a Plalm in 
the Place of the Introites, i. e. before 
© the Communion Office; I thought S 
,a not be unacceptable to annex a 
Table of them to the End of the Prov 1 
face, which I have copied from the 
Book 6-997" with abe . Exattneſs. 


Bs 


wv The Preface. 


mn 4 theſe ere now uſed in our 


Churches, 1t o tend more to Ed. ifi- 
15 cation, than thoſe Portions of the Pſalms 


which are Jometimes very indiſereeth 


© quand 128 


In e over. the Ancient Licur- 


| gies, 1 could not but admire that Spirit 
of Piety and Devotion awhich ſhone ſo 
_ brighth in them: and was led to think, 
that thoſe Prayers which the firſt Chri- 

ſtians publickly uſed at the Altar, might 
be rendered ſerviceable t to us, as Helps | 


to our Devotion. 


We 7 e a a 7. ariety of 


Private Devotions for the Uſe of 
Communicants; but many of theſe are 
too long for ordinary Uſe, and moſt 
of them are wanting in Thoughts and 
Expreſſions fitly ſuited to thoſe heavenly 
Iranſports, which ent Chriſtians feel 5 


at 


Tip Preface. Xxvii 


a the Holy Table. Whereas theſe Li- 


| turgies are full of the moſt Devout Sen- 
timents that Divine Love can mſpire s 


with ; and thoſe are cloathed in the 
moſt ales and noble e ons that — 


Human Language can n reach. 


. My Buſt ens then was, from oublick CE 
| Forms to adapt them to private Uſe, and 
to diſpoſe them ſo as to ſupply the Inter- 


* vals of our publick Service; and to male 
bis private Office the more compleat, T 


| have borrowed ſome Forms from the 


, = Holy Scriptures. 


7 beſs Lirurgies Were not all of them ” 


wrote and publiſhed by thoſe whoſe 


Names they bear: But avere Forms uſed 


m ſeveral Churches, and delivered down _ 
by Tradition only ; till ſome time before 
the Council of Nice, when one Clement 
penn d down in Writing the moſt ancient 
Liturgy, call'd now by his Name. 
: . K. 


xvii The Preface, 


K. Baſil, Archbiſhop of Cxſarea in 
| Cappadocia, Was the firſt Who compiled 
a Form in Writing, for the Uſe of his 
own Church, at the Celebration of the 


” Euchariſt : T his he did towards the 


End of the Fourth Century; but it is 
uncertain whether | the Liturgy here | 


made uſe of, i that e which be Was = | 


= the Author. 


7 Jen he the Churches . Jerufa 
” fem. and Alexandria to commut their 
yo Liturgies to Writing, giving them the 
Mannes of thoſe 2050 were the l 
Pa of each Church. : 


1 Jobn ce « Was, probably | 
: the Author of that which carries his | 
Nome. 5 5 


The Echiopick is chiefy copied Fm 
$t, Mark's. "EET 


Neſto- 


The — ax 


Neſtorius Was Mudd Pe Hereſy 
A. D. 43 1. His Followers ſetthd in 
the Faſt, and there penned and uſed the 

Liturgy called by the Name of the Foun- 
der of their Sect. But here if it be ob. 
Jetted, that I tranſcribe from an Here- 
tical Liturgy ; I anſwer, That I have 
not copied their Errors, but only a ſhort 

| Petition againſt wandering Thoughts, 
and an Excellent and moſt STING : 


Prayer Jr our Enemies. 


A theſe Liturgies have been lately 
tranſlated by an able Hand ; it would 
have been unneceſſary for me to have 
made a new Verſie ton of the Prayers * 
have uſed ; and therefore I only re- 
| ſerved to my ſelf the Liberty of making 
what few Alterations Were requiſite. 


1 Hain 


x The Preface. 


Having thus given ſome PRO I, 
the following Undertaking, I have no- 


thing more here to add, but that as it vas 


begun with a good Defi gu; ſo I hope, : 
through the Bleſſing of God, it will 


be of Service to thoſe who frequent the 
H oly Euchariſt; that it 2570 aſſiſt their 


Devotion, and de them pray with the 
c Spire, and with the Underſtanding alſo. - 


Highgate, | 
March 28. 1728. 25 


E Yardley. 


or THE 


INTR OITES, 


Taken from the Firſt Liturgy of Kin | 
Edward VI. publiſhd in the Be- 
Sinning of the Year 1549. 
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; All Saints 
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SERMON L 


1 Cok. xiv. 16, 17. 


5 2 when T hou ſhalt Ble eſs with the Spirit, 
how ſhall He that occupiet h the Room of the 
Unlearned, ſay Amen at thy giving of Thanks, 
ſeeing He under flandeth not what thou ſayeſt? 


Por Thou verily giveſt Thanks well but the . 
Other is not + Edi wal - 


. the Diverkity of thoſe miraculous | 
LE 2 ſpiritual Gifts which were then 
_ diſtributed by the Holy Ghoſt among the 
Faithful, and had each of them their peculiar 
„‚„̃!„˖ 
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x40 and f eak 


1 F in "as Ehuarch. The N Erepretation of 
aking in Languages. which 
never. learned, was. at that Time 


onferred on many of the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians; and was, as we underſtand by this 
Chapter, ſometims abuſed and miſapplied. 
The Gift of Languages vas given for the 
Increaſe of che Church of Chit; that thoſe 
Nations which Ipake in ſtrange Tongues, 


4 — — 2 — 4" — 2 — 


; might be informed in their own Languages of 
the Truth of the Goſpel, and be brought 
hereby to receive it: And being converted 
to the Faith of Chriſt by this miraculous Sign, 
might, by the fame Means, be more fully 
inſtructed in his Religion: Tongues then 
were not chiefly given for the Edification of 
the Church; for, in the Words of the A- 
pooſtle, He that ſpeaketh in an unknown 
Tongue may edify himſelf ; but except He inter- 
. a, the Church can receive no Lan thereby. : 


* Hence i it is that St. Paul here argues largely : 
againſt Praying in the publick Congregations | 
min a Tongwe Anknown to the People; and re- 
ſolves for his own Part, tho he * ſpake with 


Tongues More 2 they all, 285 to ? pray that the 


* 


id "if ma es | $4.48, — ty 16. 
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Brethren might underftand him, and Join 
with him in his Petitions: Eiſe, faith he in 


the Text, when thou ſhalt. Bleſs: with the 
Spirit ; when thou, being a Miniſter in the 


Church, ſhalt uſe much Forms of Prayer and 
Thankſgiving as the Spirit hath dictated to 


ther, or, being compoſed by the Church, 
are agrecable to the Mind of the Spirit, but 
"ſhalt uſe them in an unknown Tongue; Hor 
ſhall he that occufieth the Room of the Un- 
learned; how ſhall any of the Congregation 
who hath neither learned the Language thou 
ſpeakeſt, nor hath the Gift of interpreting 


Tongues ;, 5 how ſhall ſuch an one join with : 
thee in thy Addreſs to God, and ſay Amen 


| at thy giving of Thanks, ſeeing he underſtand=- 
eth not what thou ſayeſt: ? For thou verily giveſ} 
v7 hanks well, but the other is not Edt Ved. NT 


If then i it be 9 N to ue OW in Oh 


Clearch: in an unknown Tongue; we may 
from thence conclude, that it is the Duty of 
every one to underfland aright thoſe Prayers 
which are offered up in their Name as the 


Common Prayers of the Church, every time 


. 4 


2. To 1% 7e, privati. 5 5 
VERT, D 2 they 


8 The Rational Communicant. || 
they meet together to ſerve: God. For it is 
equally abſurd, whether the Miniſter offers up 
Prayers i in a Tongue unknown to the People; 
or in Terms above their Comprehieaſions 0 


r / ER oe os 
ve. e 2 9 


N > Ro 4a Io EI he 
7 


But a as our Service in general thould be 2 

5 reaſonable Service; as whenever we pray 
with the Spirit, we ſhould pray with the 
Underſtanding alſo: My Text minds me of 

a particular Office which we ſhould do our. 
Diligence throughly and clearly to under- 
ſtand; leſt we offer the Sacrifice of Fools, in- 
| ſtead of performing rightly the higheſt Aa | 
of our Religion, The Words of St. Paul | 
ſeem to relate to the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, which was celebrated with ſolemn 
Bleſſing of the Elements, with moſt ſolemn 
Actions of B- eſſe Mg, Praiſe, and T hankſgiving ; 
and therefore in the Chriſtian Church the 
whole Action very early received the general 2 
Name of the Euchariſt or Thankſgiving: And | 
| what confirms this Explanation of the Words | 
is, what Juſtin Martyr, who lived in the Age 
after the Apoſtles, tells us, ſpeaking of the | 
Aae of 5 cration; ben the Pig 05 7 


* RR = I Hs" FOOL * * : * 
Fr . RT NIN EO EIN 


vn 


4 lud. Mart. apol . e. Si ns; a ate met. N 5 


2 1 ; finiſhed | 
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Funiſbed the Prayers and the E uchariftical Ser 
vice, all the People preſent conclude with an 
' audible Voice, ſa ſaying, Amen. The Meaning of 

St. Paul then, ſpeaking to him who olficimen 
in an unknown Tongue, is this: —— When 
thou ſhalt / /f the Sacramental Elements, and 

bleſs God the Fountain of Goodneſs, how 
| ſhall a private and unlearned Perſon in the 
.Congregation, be able to conſent and ſay * the 
Amen to thy giving of Thanks and Celebra- 
tion of the Euchariſt, ſeeing he  underſtanderh . 
not what en fe moſs. A 


Our Church hath provided An Order foꝛ i 


the Adminiſtration of the Lo2d's Supper 


o boly Communion 3 an Office exccllent 
for its Uſe and Beauty; which on the one 


Hand avoids any Puritanical Irreverence or In- 
decency in the Participation of the Holy My- 
ſteries; and on the other, ſhuns with Caution 
be oppoſite Extreme of Popiſh Superſtition. 
An Office which acquaints us with the Nature 
and Ends of this Sacrament ; and is fitly 
contrived to excite us to the actual Exerciſe 
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of thoſe ſeveral Graces which are required 
in a who « come to the Lord's OR" - 


But as s this Care "EY Pains of our Ekurch | 
muſt come to nought, unleſs this Office be 
underſtood by her Members who make Uſe of 
it: As without this, they cannot ſay Amen, 
or rationally aſſent to the Prayers which the 
Prieſt at the Altar offers up in their Name: 
I cannot but think that it will, through God's 
Bleſſing, be of great Service to thoſe who 
hear me, if I ſhould throughly examine and 
explain the Communion Office, as you have it 
in your Common Prayer Books, and point out 


to you the Excellency and Propricky: of every 5 
Part of it. 


But firſt let us take Notice of what Pre- 
ceeds the Celebration. Becauſe the Church 
would have none come to the Holy Commu- 
nion, but ſuch as are fitly prepar d to receive 
the Holy Myſteries, and to partake of the 
Sacramental Grace; ſhe hath ordered Warning 
to be given of its Celebration, on the Sunday, 


* 


— 


ok Rubrick before the firſt Exhortation, 
| | * 


The Rational Communicant. 31 
or ſome Holiday immediately preceding, to 
give them time for a proper Preparation; and 

hath compoſed an Exhortation to be read to 
this Purpoſe; — That as this Sacrament is a 
Remembrance of Chriſt's meritorious Croſs 
and Paſſion; we ſhould render Thanks to 
God, for that He bath given his Son our Sa- 
our Jeſus Chriſt, not only to die for us, hut 
alſo to be our Spiritual Food and Suſtenance in 
that Holy Sacrament. — That the Comfort 
of Receiving it worthily, and the Danger of 
| Receiving it anworthily, ſhould teach us to 
conſider the Dignity of that Holy Myſtery ; and 
ſtrictly and ſincerely to ſearch our Conſeiences, - 
and examine our Lives and Converſations by the 
Raule of God's Commandments; to bewail and 
| confeſs our Offences to God with full purpoſe 
2 of Amendment ; and to. reconcile our ſelyes, 
and make Reflitution and. Satisfaction to our 
Neighbours, if we have injured or offended 
them; being likewiſe ready: to forgive others 
that have offended us. — That without 
Repentance, the Holy Sactument will profit 
us nothing. — That we muſt come to it with 
a full "oy in God's Mercy, and a quiet Con- 
| ſcience. — And that he who by the former 


| e cannot cafe his guilty and doubtful 
| Mind, 
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Mind, may open his Grief to ſome Miniſter of 
God's Word, That by the Miniſtry of God's | 
Holy Word he may receive the Benefit of Abſo- 
lation, together with ghoſtly Counſel and Ad- 
vice, to the Quieting of his Conſcience, and 
ending all Ws and eee 


T heſe are the plain Directions which the = 
Church gives her Members, that they may 
come holy and clean to ſuch an heavenly | 
| Feaſt, in the Marriage Garment required by | 
cod in Holy Sripture, and be received as 
worthy Partakers of that Holy Table; all 
along ſuppoſing, that they are covinced it is 
their Duty to communicate; but as ſhe is fully | 
: ſenſible that Men are too apt to be backward g 
in coming to the Holy Table; another Ex= | 
hortation is provided to be uſed by the Mi- 


* 8 * * yy — * oth 


5 Num hence we may eve the Dofine of our Church 5 

concerning Confeſſion to the Prieſt; ſhe doth not hold it abſolutely | 

_ neceſſary, nor think it criminal. She neither commands it, nor | 

deſpiſes it: But holds it in ſome Caſes to be very uſeful and expe- 
Alient. Here ſhe recommends the Uſe of it: And in her Office | 
for the Viſtarion of the Sick, the Prieſt is inſtructed to Move 
the ſick Perſon to make a ſpecial Confeſſion of his Sins, if he 
feel his Conſcience troubled with any weighty Matter ; and he is 
thereupon impovrered to Ae him 7 he e and heartily . 


_ dejire 1. 


niſter, 


22 SI 3 . n : 


e Rational Commanicant. Tl 
niſter, inſtead of the former, In Caſe he 
Pall fee the Teo ple negligent to come to the 
Holy Communion. * He is, in God's be- 
half, to beſeech them for the Sake of Chrift, 
mot to refuſe the Invitation which is made to 
them of being Gueſs at his Table, leſt their 
Unthankfulneſs draw down the Wrath of C 
upon them. He tells them, that Keruſis es 
are eaſter made, than accepted and allowed be- 
fore God That worldly Buſineſs ſhould not 
Hinder them; and that Impenitence, and 
Want of Preparation will not be any Plea, 
He profeſſeth his readineſs to adminiſter this 


Sacrament, and bids, calls, and exhorts them 


in the moſt moving Manner, 16; as 
commemorate the Death of Chriſt; thereby 


K Sw " 
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© Rubrick before the Exhortation. 


The Primitive Chriſtians needed no Exhortations of theſe 
| Kinds: They made this Holy Sacrament a conſtant Part of their 
daily Devotions; and as they lived pure and holy Lives, they | 
were always habitually prepared, and fit to receive it. Daily 
Communion continued in ſome Places until the th Century; ; and 
in the Latin Church until the Year 7500. As Devotion began to 
flag, Men then communicated only on Sundays, Wedneſdays, and 
Fridays. After this, the Sacrament was admiiuſtered upon Sundays 
and Holidays: And that this is now the Deſil of the Church of 

England, ſhall be ſhewn in its proper Place. 
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' Theſe Exhangtions. are ſo plain and N 
to be underſtood, that they ſtand in need of 


no Comment: And are of very great Uſe, in 


that they remind Men of this neceſſary Duty, 
and tell them how to perform it aright; in 
that they ſhew them not only the Neceſſity, 
but likewiſe the Nature of the Sacrament, 


and the Qual ifications . in _thole who 
Z would Partake of it. 8 0 


1 performing what himſelf hath e and 
cM avoiding the fore Puniſhment which hangeth 
dodver the Heads of thoſe who wilfull ly abſtain 
from the Lord s Table, ſeparate *themſelyes 
from their Brethren, and do Injury to God. 
And finally, that they may return to a better : 
Mind, he promiſes to aſſiſt them with his 
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Comm _ Service. 


> == 2 14 8 8 we now. to the Communion 


Service it ſelf, which is to be uſed 
at the Altar « or Holy T, able; which 
we, in conformity to Ihe Practice 


of the Ancients, generally place at the Eaſt 
End of the Church; and encompaſs it with 


Rails to fence off Rudeneſ and Irreverence. 


The Habit of the officiating Prieft is plain ; 


cnough to prevent any juſt Charge of Super. 
fiition ; and, at the ſame time, ſuch as may 


Preſerve an 2 Reſpect to God 5 Hey 6 uwe 
and . Leh. 
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727 is Rational Ga e. 
TL this is in itſelf a di einc : and entire 


Office, ſo it was the Cuſtom of our Church 5 
at the Beginning of the Reformation, to ſing 0 
a2 Pſalm, or a Portion of a DPfalm, to diſtin- 5 | 
guiſh it from tl i 


ne preceeding Service. This 


laudable and ancient Practice is at prevent þ 
continued in moſt Churches amongſt u; but ; 
with this Difference ; that the Choice of the 
Pfſalm is now left at the Diſcretion of the 
Clerk; whereas in King Edward the Sixth's | 
Art Ling 7, every Collect, Epiſtle, and 
Goſpel had a proper Introite prefixed, to be 
ſung ſoon after the Miniſter had entered with- 1 
in 1 the Rails of the Altar *. of 


The 
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1 Bibo Sparrow 4 proves the Morning * Litany, and | 
Communion Service, to be three diſtin Services, to be regularly 
per form'd at diſtin Places and Times. And it is ſtill the Cuſtom 
in ſome Collegiate Churches to diſmiſs the Congregation; and, 


ſome time after, to toll the Bell, and hereby give them notice 
. > attend at the Coebration of the Holy Communion. 


Is aner took the Mane of Inthotte] boceuſe it was ſung- . 


ad Introitum Sacerdotis intra ſeptum. Altaris: But, in our fr} 
| Engliſh Liturgy it ſeems to have changed the Place it anciently 
held. For in this Book it was ordered thus, viz. The Piieſt | 
ſtanding humbly afore the Middes of the Altar, shall ſaie | 
the Lord's Pꝛaier with this Collect: Almighty God unto | 
= whom all —_— dec, (64 in our preſent Communion Office.] 


Then 


The Rational Communicant. 37 
The Miniſter ſtanding at the North Side of 
the 7. able, begins the Communion Office, as 
the Church of Chriſt formerly began her Ser- 
: vices, with the divine Prayer of our Lord; 
which is inſerted in every diſtin Office 

of our Church, that we may not diſobey 
his Command who ſaid, * When ye pray 
ſay, Our Father, &c.; nd that we may Pray 
for thoſe Things which are needful for us, 
and yet our Blindneſs hath omitted in the 
bother Prayers, in this perfect and compre- 
henſive Form. It was anciently uſed by 
the Primitive Church at the Celebration 
of the Euchariſt, as moſt of the an- 


Then shall he ſay a Plalme appointed fox the Jntroite. 
| See the Rubrick before the Communion in 1 B. K. Edw, VI] I 
| Theſe Introites were always concluded with Glozp be to the 
| Father, &c. and then the Prieſt, after ſaying, Let us pap, 

= proceeded to the Collect, Epiſtle, and Goſpel. See the ge- 
neral Rubrick before the Introites in the ſame Book]. For the 
Commandments and the Reſponſes to them, were not then uſed in 
our Church; and were firſt added, when this Book was reviewed, 
and a Jones Edition publiſhed, A. D. 1552, 


2 15 d. Rubrick. 
Luke xi. 2. 


cient 
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cient * Liturgies teſtify : And that, amorigft 
other Reaſons, on Account of the Petition 
Give us this Day our daily Bread; which they 
thought referred to this * Holy Werne, and 
therefore tranſlated it our Superſubſtantial 
| Bread; * becauſe it confirms the Subſtance of 
the Soul, and is diſtributed through our whole 


7 for the Og 1 5 Boch and Soul. 


When this divine Form of Prayer is Kid, 


the People being humbly on their Knees, are 
to accompany the Miniſter not only in their 
Hearts, but with their Lips: For though it 
be not particularly ordered in this Place : ; yet 
10 is in 1 the Rubrick after the . 1 on in og 


73 All but the 9 Vide Cyril Hieroſ. My. Cat. 5. LT * 
St. Ferom alſo affirms, that our Lord himſelf taught his Apoſtles 


this Prayer, that they mi ight uſe it at the Holy Communion- 


Adv. Pelag. lib. 3. 
. Cyprian. de Oratione Dominica 


Atlan Toy Invoioy- 


4 Cyril. Ibid. TT 12. 
St. Cyprian likewiſe, to the fame Purpoſe Panis iſte ſuperſub- 


5 ſtantialis & Calix benedictione ſolemni Sacratus, ad totius hominis 
Vitam ſalutemque proficit, ſimul medicamentum & holocauſtum ad 
ſanandas infirmitates & purgandas Iniquitates exiſtens. Cypr. de 


Ocœena Domini. 


Order 


7 he Nan communicant. 39 


Order for Morning Prayer; 2 where the Mini- 

ſter is to uſe the Lord's Prayer, The People 

alſo kneeling, and repeating it with him, both 
Here, and whereſoever 6 elſe it is * d in Divine 15 
Service. 


Alfter this follows a Collect, in which we 
beg of God to Cleanſe the T houghts of our 
Hearts by the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit. 

For as David waſhed his Hands in Innocency, 
fo ſhould we purify our Hearts in Holineſs 
before we approach the Altar of our God. 
T he T houghts of our Hearts are for the Time 

of this e Office to be employed wholly 
upon heavenly Things, and to be dedicated 
entirely to God: And if our Hearts be blo 

_ cleanſed, as that we may perfe#ly love Him; 

this perfect Love will teach us a zealous and 

willing Obedience to all His Commandments, 

Which are preſently to be recited. And if 

God grants us this Petition, we ſhall then be 

able worthily to magnify His holy Name in 

the Euchar iſtical Service which we are entring 
upon. 


12 Pſalm XXV1. 6, ES 
When 


76 The Rational Communicant. 
When the Children of Iſrael were to re- 
eeive the Lam from Mount Sinai, Moſes 
6; charged them 898 waſh and- fant them 
ſelves: And now, we, having praycd for 
Purity of Soul oo Cleannels of Heart, are 
the better prepared to attend to the Repeti- 
tion of the fame Law by the Mouth of God's 
Miniſter. To have the Jen Commandments 
inſerted in the Communion Office is peculiar to 
the Church of England, and an Excellency 
which al other Liturgies, both Ancient and 
Modern, are deſtitute of. Now what can be 
more proper than to have the Commandments 
of God rehearſed, at a Time when we are 


going in the moſt ſolemn Manner to renew | 


our Vows of Obedience to them! P If i it be re- 
quired of thoſe who would communicate 
worthily, to examine their Lives and Conver= 
ations by the Rule of God's Commandments, as 
one of the Exhortations I have lately men- 
tioned ſays it is; then ſurely nothing can 
be more ſeaſonable than to have theſe Com- 
mandments, this Rule ſet before us, that we 
may judge and examine our Conſciences 


* Exod. xix. 10. 


Here 


The Rational Cominuticant. 4 
thereby, before we POE 00 1 receive that 
| Holy Sacrament, 915 


Here then, whilf the Miniſter turning to 
the People, rehearſes diftintly all the Ten Com- 
 mandments, let every one lay his Hand upon 


his Heart, and ask himſelf how he hath of- 


fended againſt each particular Law; and with 

the greateſt Sincerity re/olve earneſtly to en- 
dieavour againſt the Attempts and Allurements 
| to that Sin for the future: And left he ſhould 


be at a Loſs for a penitential Form to expreſs 


his Sorrow i in, to ask Pardon of God for his 
paſt Sins, and to beg his aſlifting and pre- 

venting Grace for the Time to come the 
Church hath ordered, that after each Com- 
mandment the People ſhould ſay, Lord have 
| Mercy upon us, and incline our Hearts to keep 
| this Law; and at thesEnd of the Tenth Com- 


ee e that they ſhould humbly beſeech 


| God to write all theſe Laws in their Hearts; ſo 
do write them in their Hearts, that they ihe 
have an Influence on whatever they ſay, do, 
or think; that Wine en een and 


* 4 TIT Fa 3 r 88 * . 8 : 


© pid, Rubrick, 
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; 62 mined: by them, all our Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions may tend to the Glory 0 
: of God. 

This Part of che Scope: is followed: by 4 

: Prayer for the King's Majefly, by whom we 
are protected in the Exerciſe of the true Re- 
ligion, and by whoſe Laws the Obſervation 


of God's Commandments 1s enforced with 


Tempor al Penalties. Herein the Church of 
England ſhews her faithful Loyalty to God's 
Vice-gerem, that ſhe hath no ordinary Service | 

of her Common Prayer Book, in which his 


Authority is not particularly recognized, and 
his Te, 25 9 for. 1 


Ad ee 5 particularly ſhe imitates the 
ancient Church of Chriſt, in which the Sove- 
reign * was always prayed for at the Celebra- 
tion of Be. OF Sacrameht. . 


; Bur bere we muſt obſerve, That this Collect 
for the King is introduced by that primitive 
Liturgical Form, Let us Pray. The Senſe 


7 See the Litur gies of St. 2 tom, St. Baſil, St. t James, and 
the Clementine, | — 


of 


E be Rational Communicant. 43 


of which, as it is Here uſed, ſeems to be as 


followeth; We have been attending to the 
Word of God i in the Epiſtles and Gels; and 

hearkening to his Law in the en Command- 

ments; let us now paſs over from Hearing 


ünto Prayer. We have before prayed: in 'the 
ſhort Reſponſes after each Commandment, let 
us now addreſs our ſelves to God in the fol- 


lowing Colle. We have, in thoſe brief Pe- 

2 titions,  begg'd of God Grace and Pardon for 
| our ſelves ; let us now offer up our Supplica- 
tions for his Anointed. Let 'us lay aſide all 


intruding and improper Thoughts; Let us not 


give way to the /malleft Interruptions; leſt 
they quench the Spirit of our Zeal, or cauſe 
the Lamp of our Devotion to burn with an 


| unſteady F lame. : Let us ſeriouſly attend to 
the Buſineſs we are about. Let us reverently 


Approach the Throne of Grace, and with a 


| oe SO pray to God, 


Aber this Introduction, the /Etiarch bath | 


propoſed a double Form, either of which the 


Minifter may uſe at his Diſcretion. In the 


firſt we beg, that, as the King is the Miniſter 
of God, ſo he may above all T hings ſeek God's 


Honour and Glory, for the Good of his Church: 
: E and 


F | 
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and that we, on our Part, conſt 7deting from = 
les he receives his Authority, may feroe, | 
honour, and humbly obey him, not only for 
Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake. The ſe- 
cond acknowledges the Hearts of. Kings to be | 
in the Hand of God, and therefore beſceches 
him to diſpoſe our gracious, Sovereign, to ſeek | 
the Honour of e, co the Good of his 
S een 5 75 ry 


After this: comes the Collect for the Day, 
appropriated to the Epiſtle and Goſpel which 
follow it; and is, for the moſt part, a Peti- 
tion for ſome Grace which they ſet forth as 
neceſſary for us; or, on Saints-Days, that 
we may imitate the laudable Example of thoſe 

holy Perſons, whoſe good Decds we on thoſe 
5 Days commemorate and thank God for. yr 


Hitherto the Miniſter vi officintes is en- 


1928 0 to fland and the People to kneel ; be- 
eauſe the Poſture of ſtanding is in him very 


becoming in Euchariſtical or 7 hankſgiving 
Offices; and it is eſpecially proper when he 
delivers the Commandments from God, as Moſes 
from Mount Sinai, that he ſhould do it in a 
Geſture intimating his Authority, and that he is 
5 5 the 
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the Ale ſſerger of the Lord of Hoſts. And ; 
Kneeling is as proper for the Congregation 


whilſt they humbly implore Grace and Pardon 
of God, and beg a Bleſſing for thoſe whom 


he hath ſet over them. And this I the rather 


take Notice of, becauſe I have ſeen that ſe- 

veral, for want of obſerving. the Directions of 

the Rubrick, though they kneel during the 

other Parts of the Service, have, whilſt he 

' Communion Office was reading, been wanting 
in the decent and humble Poſture here required 


of them. Whereas, the very Nature of this 


ſolemn Office demands of us as much peni- 
tential Humility and lowly Reverence in our 
Geſtures, as any one Part of the Lauer. 


From Proving; v we 0 to hear the 2 ord of 
God in the Epiſtles and Goſpels, which are 
Portions of Scripture appointed for the ſeveral 
Sundays, and fitted to the ſeveral Feſtivals and 
Seaſons of the Year. We are gradually led 
on to the moſt ſacred Myſteries, by having 
firſt the Law of the Ten Commandments read 
to us; that Law which was firſt given to the 
 T/iaelites, and which our Lord and Saviour 
came afterwards to ii vp, and to exalt the 
Duties of it to a more heavenly Perfection. 

After 
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or the other. 
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After this, from the Old "Teſtament we paſs t to 


the New, the Law having ſerved to * bring 


275 to Chriſt - And ſo ſome paſſages taken (for 
the moſt Part) out of the Epiſtolary Writings 
of the A4poſiles, the Servants of the Lord 


Jeſus, are read to prepare us for the Hearing 


of the Goſpel, which contains the Words or 
Actions of their and our Lord and Maſter ; and 
is out of Reſpect reſerved to the laſt Place: 
And for the ſame Reaſon it was a Cuſtom 
amongſt the Primitive * Chriſtians, and is poſi- 
tively enjoined by our Church, that the People 
thould Hand u whilſt the . 1s NE” 5 


1 ' Gal. Hi. 24. 


WV 


2 Ka z rappen 1 73 zue, 8 7 | 


eraucdren, J 6: M Kot, Py Tas 6 N S PUN 
g 119 ies. And when the Goſpel is recited, all the Prieſts, and 
- Deacons, and the whole Laity ſhall ſtand with great Silence. Apo: 
No! ical Conftitutions, Book 2. Chap. 57. $a 


3 This was not the only Reſpect which was paid at the Read- 


ing of the Goſpel; for, at the Naming of it, King Edward the 


Sixth's firſt Liturgy, in Imitation of Primitive Uſage, orders, That 8 
the Clerkes and People shall anſwere, Glozy be to The, O 


Lozde. Biſhop Coſins thinks that it was afterwards omitted only 
thro Negligence. In the Liturgy ſent into Scotland in the Reign 
of King Charles I. the Rubrich to this Place ſays, The People ſtanding 


up ſhall ſay, Glory be to thee, O Lord: And at the End of the 
Goſpel the People anſwer, Thanks be to thee, O Lord. Both of 
theſe Forms are fill uſed in ſome of our Churches, and the firſt 

by moft Cong; egations 3 tho no o Anthority enjoins either the one, TD 


4 
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As the Jer read the Hiſtory of their Deli- 
verance out of Egypt, before they eat the 
Paſſover ; ſo in the Primitive Church the 
Epiſtles and Goſpels were ordered to be read 
at the Celebration of the Holy Communion ;, 
though they read /arger Portions of them than 
we do at preſent : But even thoſe very Epiſtles 
and Goſpels which are now in our Liturgy, are 
ſo far from being but lately choſen, that moſs 
of them have, in the Service of the Catholick 
Church, been affixed to thoſe Sundays and Holi= 


| days on which we now uſe them for above 
5 theſe 7. houfand Ye, ears i. [SY 


bo Faith 1 by Hearing, and as the 
pure and ſincere Mord of God hath been juſt 
read unto us; we paſs on in the next Place to 
| rehearſe the Articles of our Belief, as contained 
in, and abſtracted from thoſe ſacred Writings 
which we have been giving Attention to. 
And as the Creed contains the Sum and Sub- 
| ſtance of the Goſpel, the People are to repeat 
it fanding, in the ſame Poſture as they did 


8 


Halafrid Strabo, who wrote about the Year 840, found 
them in the Office, and could not bg the Original of them, 
De Rebus Seng; . 22, 

"whilſt 


* 
* 
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_ whulſt the Go/pe/ was reading. And that, I 
ſuppoſe, ſays a late learned and pious Prelate, 
is the Reaſon, why, although after the Reading 
f the Epiſtle, the Miniſter is to fay, Here 
endeth the Epiſtle ; yet after the Reading of 
the Goſpel he is not to ſay, Here endeth the 
| Goſpel, (as many, who do not conſider the 
Rubrick, are wont to do) becauſe the Goſpel 
doth not properly end there, but continues to be 
declared and publiſhed in the following Creed - 
In which are briefly comprehended all the great 0 
Articles of that Holy Religion which 7 iſt . 
hath revealed in his Goſpel. 


LS e we, cp her Things, 
| promiſe to believe all the Articles of the Chri- 
ian Faith, and therefore it is, with the 
greateſt Propriety that we here make an open 
Confe ef on of our Faith, at a Time when we 
are going to renew our Baptiſmal Vow in this 
other Sacrament. And beſides, it is but juſt | 
and reaſonable, that thoſe . who. eat. of the 
/ame Bread, and drink of the ſame Cup, 
Thould profeſs the /ame Faith, and own them 


| Biſhop Beveridge i in bis Sermon of frequent Communion, 
Pag. 90. 


ſclycs 


—_— — r 


— 


—— 


- 
AY 
Fa, * 
9 
. +, 4 
T \ 
un £ 4 
iv 
* 
_ + 
, } I 
ol E 
| at \$:., 1 
- * 
4 

7 1 

? '$ 4 

> 1 * 

1 : 

;} 

n 

1 * " 
— 1 

. 

. a 

+ 446 

_ 

_ N p 

= - > 

| « : 

1 1 

„ * 

c t 14 

. * 

e 

1 

27 1 

8 

4 * 2% 4 

o 4 
1 AT. 

_ 

i "IF 

A * 

. 

| #34 K 

© 4 . 
| * 

3 

ve 
"To ' 
$72 
oy 
n: 
4 

Sa N 

= 4 1 

A 
\ N Y I 

Iii 

: . 

. 

5 474 

2 3 

1 £4 
1178 : 

oh 

* 
21 

* Fenn 

I - $824 

n 

+4 

; 1 

29 N 

14 b 

ky 3% £+*Y 

an» : 

_y 
b 1 * 
þ 3 

) ro 
# ; © -F5XYÞ 
'Fk. $i 
- i} 

4; - 4-2 
2 44 ' 
_— « 
0 IS . 
7 . 1 
= 4 5 11 
: * i 
r 
1 £ 
g bs 
r 

7 1 
. 4 
} * N 

> ef k 

- VET 
n . 
y _ va 

r 
p 4 . 

hd Ra 

7 7 ww 

"* ..- Tg 

5 6 

: 7 

+4 4 
RT” x V 

a £ * 
X M2 
. 
nn 
* 1 

o 

_ * 

2 * * 
177 £2.04 
K 2 
1 5 4 
„ 

. i 

2, 508 7 

F © - 3 

4 "WP 5 
1 

> 1 i 
R ATTY 
ET 7 ad 

is : 

kf 
4 + N 23.4 

1 1 
2M. ** 
l _. 

4 . 7 
3 12 ; 

E MY 
+ -. . 
9 5 

1 11 . 
+ 2 
1655 
14588 9 
'G 8+ 44. 
: 3 PI. 

i * . 

. 

i VV , 

9 1 

488 

* F i 

Full i 

12 4 

4 8.4 

Adi. 

_ . 

3 

2 

=» FS, 

6 >, [1 

ry 1. 5 

4 + 

44 
18 

1 

4 17 

L . 

4 1 

7 4 

144 

th," 

4 4 

A i | 

4 
; [3 
n IF 
* : 
by 
3 
% 4 
. 
4 
— 3.6 
?,. x 
| by 
« 
. 
7 
Fi 
7 


' 


The Rational Communicant: 4 9 
ſelyes to be joined together 1n Unity of 


Spirit, before they — of thoſe Sacred 
N yſleries. 


Add to this, That every Genin: Confe Mon 
of our Faith muſt be looked upon as giving 
Flor 'y and Honour to God, in recognizing his 
Eſſence and Attributes, and the Bleſſings 
which flow from thoſe Sources upon Mankind: 
And hence it, in a peculiar Manner, befits 


E208 holy Service of Thanks and Praiſe. In 


this we imitate the moſt antient Liturgies of 
the Church ; which, when this holy Sacrament 
Was celebrated; had an Euchuriſtical F. orm, 
in which God's Power and Goodneſs was ac- 
knowledged in the Creation, Preſervation, 
and Redemption of the World. Thus we, 
though 1 in a ſhorter Form of andoubted Autho- 
rity, confeſs to the holy and undivided 77i- 
nity, and diſtinctly own the Divinity of each 
Perſon We commemorate the Creation of the 
World, by God the Father Almiehty : We 
xcknowlodae Jeſus Chriſt to be our Lord, to 
have been begotten from all Eternity, to be 
of one Subſtance with the Father, and with 
him Creator of all Things; That for our Sal- 
dation he came down from Heaven ; was made 
Man, ſuffered, and died for us. We comme- 
A morate 


5o The Rational Communicant. | 
morate his Reſarre#ion, Aﬀeenſio on, and /itting | 
at God's right Hund. Expreſs our Expetta- 
tion of his ſecond Coming; and declare, That 
his Kingdom ſhall have no End, We confeſs | 
to God, T hat he hath inſpired the Dr ophets; | 
: that Ss hath built a Church on the Founda- | 
tion of the Apoſtles ; : that he hath appointed — 
Baptiſm for the Remiſſion of Sins; and given 


us Leave to look for the cnet eftion 8 the 
Dead, and an happy Eternity. „ 


Ei What more glorious Hymn than this, can | 
we ſing to the Honour of God? Is it poſſible 1 


to mention any thing elſe that can ſo much — 


redound to his Glory May not This our | 
Service be well ſtiled the Euchariſt, when 
we thus give Praiſe and Glory to Almighty | 
God for the wonderful Manifeſtation of his | 


Attributes, and the ineſtimable Bleſſings he 
| hath beſtowed upon us? Let not any one 


1 therefore think, that repeating the Creed is 
Joy a  Decla ation of | his Fan to the reſt of 


he ad 


7 Biſhop Beveridge in his Sermon on the Common Prayer ob- 
ſerves of Creeds, That being Confeſſions of our Faith in God, as | 
ſuch, they come under the proper Not ions of Hymns or Songs of Praiſe 

to him. All our praiſmg God being really nothing elſe bur our | 
Confeſſmg and Acknowlrdging Him to *. hat He is in Biel, 


and to Ms. 


the 
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* che Congregation; ; for beſides That, it is a 


| moſt ſolemn Act of Worſhip, in which we 
honour and magnify God, both for what he 
ö 1 in himſelf, and for what he hath done for 
: And let us all, ſenſible of this, repeat 

it 1 reverential Voice and Geſture ; and 
lift up our Hearts with Faith, e 


and humble Devotion, whenever we ſay, I 
believe, &c. 


Inn the Leſſons, and 50 of the ns 7 
EE the Miniſter ſpeaks fo the People as from God. 
B the Prayers, he is the Mouth of the People, 
and ſpeaks ro God in their Behalf. But when 
the Creeds are rehearſed, the Miniſter anſwers 
only for himſelf, and every one of the Con- 
gregation likewiſe ſays in his own Name, I 

| believe. We cannot dive into the Thoughts 
of others, and ſearch out their Opinions: but 


If when each one perſonally and expreſly joins in 


this Form of ſound Words; when each one 
for himſelf ſays, I believe; then we diſcover 
' the Communion of Saints, and the happy Con- 


ſent and Agreement of the whole Congrega- 


tion, both with one another, and with the 
Catholic Church of Chriſt, in theſe funda- 
mental Doctrines of his Religion. 


G 2 | May . 
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May God preſerve us all in this Faith, that 
being free from all falſe Doctrine, Hereſy, 
and Schiſm, we may ever continue in Com- 
munion with the Church, as ſound Mem- 
bers of the Myſtical Body of Chriſt; To 
whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be afcribed all Honour, Pyaiſe, and 
eration, now and for ever, Amen. 


TER 


THE 


Three Crate” &c. 


e 
5 0 275 courſe, I made ſome Remarks on 
L Lb! the Creed, as uſed in the Commu- 


dees ion Service; and think it will not 
0 6x ag if we lay hold on this Occaſion, to 
ſpeak briefly of the Riſe of Creeds in the 
Church: They had, probably, their Origi- 


nal from thoſe Profe 7 ons Which were made 


5 by Perſons to be baptized. Philip demanded 
of the Eunuch, whether he believed with als 


VT ̃ TC , 8 wy * 
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— 


N the Conchilion o my laſt Diſ- 
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: Att viii. 37, 38. 
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his Heart; and when be anſwered and aid, I ; 
believe that Yeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, 
immediately he baptized him. 'This is what 


St. Peter calls * the Anſwer of a good Conſcience; | 
and what the Church hath ever ſince retained. 
In the Primitive Church, the Queſtions which | 
_ were put, and the Anſwers which were given 
to them, were but ſhort. But as Tares grew 
up among the heat; as new Hereſies Al 
ſprang up in the Church, the Baptiſmal Inter- 
rogatories Were Ht and the Creed en- 
luarged, fo as to oppoſe thoſe groſs and funda- 
mental Errors and Herefies which had begun 
do infeſt the Church. And hence, the an- 


cienter the Creeds are, they are generally ob- 


 feryed to be expreſſed in a more plain and 5 
ſimple Manner, and to be leſs explanator 21 chan 5 


than thoſe of after * 


1. That which we call the Apoſtles Creed 2 
18 therefore, probably, the moſt ancient of any 
which we publickly uſe. And though it is 
not likely that the whole Creed in the preſent 


Form of it was compiled by the Apoſtles ; 
becauſe, if it had been fo, St. Talks would 


Pet. Iii. 21. | 
ſcarce 


7 he Rational Communicant. 55 


ſcarce have omitted ſuch a material Circum- 
ſtance when he wrote their As - Yet it is 
agreeable to their Doctrine, and might, in the 
main Branches of it, be compoſed in or near 
their Time. T bas much is certain, that it 
is to be found in the Works of Authors of 
the fourth Century, in the ſame Terms as we 
uſe it in our Liturgy. And it is ſaid in the 
ſame Age to have been = introduced into the 
POR Service of the Church. 


II. The next in Order of Time, is the 
Creed uſed in our Communion Ofrice, yulgarly 
called, the Nicene Creed, becauſe it was chiefly 
complied 1 in the %% general Council of Nice, 
which was called againſt Arius in the Year 

3253 and therefore in this the Divinity of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, is more 
| fully and explicitly taught, in Oppoſition to 

the Novel Opinions of Arius and his Fol- 
lowers, who denied it. But this Confeſſion of 

Faith rcdived afterwards more Enlargements, 

when the ſecond General Council was called at 

: n ; 56 Years ak to condemn 


n 


*— — * a 


Eh St. * A. D. 370. a A. D. 390. 
2 By Pope Damaſus, about A. D. 370. 
FC. 
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the heretical Tenets of thoſe who refuſed 18 
own, that the Holy Ghoſt was God. And there- 
fore this Council made Additions to the 
Nicene C. ved, which in more preciſe Terms 
expreſſed the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. 
So that the Title of * Lord and Giver of Life 
there applied to him, and the other Articles 
which follow it, were all affixed to the Mee 


Creed by this Council : Excepting, that after 


it is ſaid of the holy Spirit, that he proceedeth = 

5 fi om the Father, the Latins, in the Middle of 
the fifth Century, or later, added theſe Words, 
And from the Son, CAR ſome of the G - 


Writers * had before that denied the Pr '0c effec 70 


of the Hol Ghoſt from the Son. 


III. The other Cried which our Church 
makes uſe of 1 is 3 commonly called the Creed of 


St. Athanaſius : Not that it is certain that he 
was the Author of | it; but becauſe it contains 
Dis Doctrine of the Ain, that ſound and 


orthodox Faith which the holy Athanaſius 


with Courage and Conſtancy vindicated and 7 
defended y_ the moſt oy erful and nu- 


—_— 


Sec Du Pin's ; Hiſtory a the Sen Vol. 5 p. 143 
* Theodoret. Repr. 12 cap. Cy ril. 
5 Rubrick before it. 


merous 
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merous Part of the World. In this Con- 
feſſion, the Divinity of the 7 hree erſons, and 
the Incarnation of the Son, are fully aſſerted 
againſt the Hereticks who had at That time 
broached contrary Opinions. From hence 
the Time in which it was compoſed is con- 
jectured, which muſt neceſſarily be later than 
the Riſe of thoſe Hereſies which it oppoſes. 
And it is thought, by a Worthy and Learned 
Divine of our Church, to have been drawn 
up about the Year of Chriſt 430, by Hilary 
| Abbot of Lerins, and then Biſhop of Arles, for 
— the Uſe of his Gallican Clergy. 
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Theſe are the three Barriers of the Faith 
of our Church, extracted from the Holy 
Scripture in the purer Ages of Chriſtianity : 
Tho' variouſly expreſſed, yet the /ame in ſub- 
| ſtance ; agreeable each to other; and all 
agreeable to the Word of God, and approved | 
all along by the Catholick Chur ch. In theſe 
Forms ſhe calls upon her Members to declare 
their Belief to be conſonant to that of the 
Church Univerſal. The Apoſtles Creed, as the 
plaineſt and ſhorteſt Form is appointed for 
common and any Uſe. The Athanaſtan for 


* Pr. neren in his Critical Hiſtory of the drhanaf an 3 5 
_ H F eftivals 
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Feſtival, which relate more immediately to our 
Saviour, or which are placed at ſuch conve- 
nient Diftantes from each other as that none 
may be wholly. Ignorant of the Myfteries 
therein contained. And the Nicene Creed is to 
be repeated on every Feſtival ; and (as a 
Creed was uſed in the Communion Office of 


the Primitive * Church) wheneyer the Eucha- 


vii is adminiſtred according to the Inſtitution 
of our Lord, whoſe eternal Generation, God- 
head, Incarnation, Sufferings, and Exaltation 
are therein ſummarily contained and acknow- 4 
ledged. 


To proceed n now in the iiber Conſidera- 5 


tion of the Communion Service; having ſome- 
thing gone off from my firſt Purpoſe to the 
Conſideration of the Three Creeds, in hopes 
that the Uſefulneſs of what I bave ſaid 117 
excuſe the Digreſſion. 


Aſter the Creed 18 Gnlſhos; 7 25 ſhall _ 


follow the Sermon, or one of the Homies already 7: 


ſet forth, or hereafter to be ſet forth by Aut ho- 
rity. For this, according as it is placed in 
our Liturgy, muſt be reckoned a Part of the 
Communion Service On thoſe "Days when the 


St. Mark's Liturgy, 


| _ >? Rubrick. 


Holy 
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Holy Sacrament is adminiſtred. In the Pri- 
mitive Church the Sermon followed the Read- 
ing of the Goſpel. It was called the Homihy, 
Poſtil, or Jactate; and was generally a 
Practical Explanation of the Epiſtle or Goſpel, 
by the Biſhop if preſent, or elſe by ſome ſub- 
ordinate Miniſter commiſſioned by him : And 
at the End of this, the Catechumens, and all 
thoſe who were not admitted to the ſacred. 
Nyſteries, were diſmiſſed. 


= T he Homilies of our r Church which were 
ſet out in the Beginning of the Reformation, 
do contain godly and wholſome Doctrine, and 
| were particularly neceſſary for thoſe Times in 
i which there was a Scarcity of Preachers. 


I need ſay 3 the e that ate | 
now preached, ſince they are known to DE 
__ uſeful Diſcourſes, in which ſome Text or 
Portion of Scripture is explained, ſome Doc- 
trine illuſtrated, or ſome Duty inforced : But 
only ſhall obſerve, That as they tend to make 
us wiſer and better, they cannot but be 
proper e for the Table of the 
Tord. 


. ' Article 3 = 


— . 1 9 


r Ie 


ESE = HE 05 bios. ended, Then 
all the Prieſt return to the Lord's 
abi, and begin the Offertory. 
Offerings at the Time of the Com- 
munion have been cuſtomary ever ſince the 
Times of the Apoſtles ; and have been thought 
to have been pointed out by our Saviour, by 
way of Anticipation, even before he inſtituted 
this Sacrament, when in the Sermon on the 
Mount he e to his Diſciples of bringing 
: their * . to the Altar. The Primitive 


n 
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1 Rubrick. 


Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians were ſenſible that it was their Duty 
at that Time to offer unto God ſome Part of 
' thoſe good Things which he had beftowed up- 


on them. Theſe Gifts they brought partly in 


Money, and partly in Bread and Mine, ot in 


ſome other things of Value. From hence 

Was taken the Bread and Wine for the Cele- 
bration of the Euchariſt; and the Proviſion 

for their Love-Feaſts: and the Remainder 
ſerved for the Maintenance of the Biſhop and 


Clergy (this being at that time their chief, if 
not only Dependance); for the Repairs and 


Ornaments of their Churches, and for tie 


Relief of the Poor, e ee 


3 . iO EW, 7 f 2 IE 12 


The ancient Cuſtom of bringing Offerings when they cele- 
brated the Euchariſt, appears from what St. Cyprian ſays, Taxing 
the rich Matrons of his Time with Covetouſneſs for neglecting 
them. Locuples & Dives es, & Dominicum celebrare te credis, 


que Corbonam omnino non reſpicis ; que in Dominicum ſine ſacrificis 


vents ; que partem de ſacrificio, quod pauper obtulit, ſumis. D. 


_ Cypr. de Opere & Eleemoſ. i. e. Thou art Wealthy and Rich, and 
doſt thou think thou receiveſt worthily the Lord's Supper, who re- 
gardeſt not the Offering; who comeſt into the Lord's Houſe withour | 
thy Sacrifice ; who takeſt Part of the Sacrifice which the Poor hath i 
brought? To the Alms and Oblations at this Time preſented to 


God, we muſt likewiſe refer what Clemens Romanus, who lived 
in the Apoſtolica! Age, ſays of the Biſhops Mace qu tes Te 
Meg offering the Gifts, Ep. 15 Cor. 1. f. 41 
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Whilſt the Alms are collecting, the Mini- 


ſter is to read ſeveral Sentences of Scripture, 


proper to excite the People to good Works of 


Charity to the Poor, and * Benevolence to 
thoſe who wait at the Altar. We are told 
that our * Light ſhould ſhine before Men, our 


2 Treaſures be laid up in Heaven, and that we 


| ſhould ; 40 to others, as we deſire they would 
do to us; and ſhould 5 not only profeſs, but 
practice Chriſtianity. By the Example of 
Zaccheus s we are exhorted to Alms-giving 
and Reſtitution ; and are encouraged * to di- : 
ſtribute cheerfully according to our Power; 

to take all Opportunities of doing good; 

| 9 to be ready to Give, and glad to Diſtribute; 

| becauſe '* God is pleaſed with ſuch Sacrifices, 
bleſſes ** thoſe who offer them, and himſelf 


8 Cor. ix. 7, 11, 13, I4. Gal. Vi. 6, 7. 
2 Matt. v. 16. 
Chap. vi. 19, 40. 

4 Chap. vii. 12 

S Chap. vii. 212 

5 Luke xix. 8. 

7 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7. 

8 Gal. vi. 10. 

9 1 Tim. vi. 17. 18, is: 

r 1c 

e Heb, vi. 10. Top. 1 iv. 75 8, 9. Pl, xi, 8 

— becomes 
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3 becomes * our Debtor for what we thus lay 


And now the Bread and Wi ine, and the | 
| Alms of the : Congregation being bumbl pre- 
. 5 


hon a —— —— 2 


> Prov. xix. 7. 


3h will be proper here to take notice of the two Rubricks 
1 before the Prayer for the State of Chriſt's Church: The firſt of 
them relates to the Alms, which, when collected by the Deacons, or 


Other fit Perſons, in a decent Baſon, they ſhall reverently bring it to 


the Prieſt, who ſhall humbly preſent and place it upon the holy Table. = 
If then the Alms are to be preſented only by the Prieſt; and that 
in ſuch a reverential and humble Manner: Well may the Church 


order that the Elements of Bread and Wine, which are to be ſet 


apart for ſuch an holy Uſe, ſhould not be placed on the Altar by 
any inferior Hand; this ſhe doth in the ſecond Rubrick, viz. 

And when there is a Communion, the Prieſt ſhall then place upon 
the Table ſo much Bread and Wine, as he ſhall think ſufficient. 
Inſtead of making any farther Remark of my own hereupon, I 
ſhall take the Liberty to tranſcribe at large, a Paſſage out of the 
learned Dr. Hickes's Preface to his Treatiſes of the Chriſtian 
_ Prieſthood. wiz. p. 52. In the Alterations made in the Office for 
© adminiſtring the Lord's-Supper, in King Edward VI's Service- 


Book, that Rubrick was alſo left out, which commanded the 


_ © Miniſter to ſet the Bread and Wine upon the Altar, as an Offer- 

ing. But this Rubrick was reſtored, in the Office for the Church 

_ © of Scotland, and likewiſe in the Office of the Holy Communion 
of our preſent Liturgy, eſtabliſhed by the Act of Uniformity af- 

_ © ter the Reſtauration, with an Intention, undoubtedly, to oblige the 
« Prieſt to place the Elements, as an Offering with Reverence upon 
© the Lord's Table. But as the Diſuſe of this Practice had taken 


6 deep 
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. and placed upon the Holy 7; able, the 
Prieſt is to begin the Prayer for the State of 


| "oP. Church. None of the Communion 


— --— ” 2" * 5 . - ? . 2 . 4 


« deep Root ben the 6fih Year of King Edward VI; when the 
« © firſt Service-Book was altered to that Time, and helpt to oblite- 


rate the Notion of the Chriſtian Sacrifice m the Minds both of 
© Prieſts and People: So this reſtored Rubrick, to the great Re- 


© proach of the Clergy, was almoſt never ſince obſerved in Cathe- 


_ © dral or Parochial Churches. I fay almoſt never, becauſe I never 


c « knew, or heard but of two or threc Perſons, which is a very 


« ſmall Number, who obſerved it ; but the Bread and Wine was 
_ * ſtill placed upon the Table before the Office of the Communion | 


© began, without any Solemnity, it may be by the Clerk, or Sexton, 


or any other, perhaps, unfitter Perſon, to the great Derogation of 8 
„ 5 the Reverence due to the Holy Myſtery, and I hope, for the fake 


of my good Intentions, no worthy Clergy-man will be ip e : 


"bh at me for taking Notice thereof. 


5.6 This Practice of the nn Prieſts ſetting ws Bread and. 
Wine in the Sight of the People with Reveren ce upon the Holy 

© Table, was fo inviolably obſerved in ancient Times, that they had 
in their Churches a Buffet, or Side-board on the Right or Left- 
hand of the Altar, upon which a Prieſt, or Deacon ſet the | 
Bread and Wine, from whence they were carried by the Deacon, 

© or other Prieſt, when there were two, to the Officiating Prieſt, 

« who reverently placed them as an Offering on the Lord's Table. 


This Side-board for the Elements, and holy Veſſels, was called in | 


the Greek Church Hb dess, becauſe they were firſt ſet in 
« publick View upon it; and in the Latin Church Paratorium, 
becauſe they were prepared, and made ready upon it for the Holy 
Communion; and in Haly it is called Credenza ; in France, Cre. 
* dence, for the ſame Reaſon, cc. =T hus far Dr. Hickes. | 


Offices 
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Offices of the Primitive Church was without 
ſuch a Form. It was called the Catholick or 


General Collect, or the Prayer for Peace And 
this Prayer of ours is, as to the Subſtance of 


What it cont? ns, agreeable to the moſt an- 
cient Liturt 


We have alrcady, i in the Ci d teſtified our 


Faith to be the tame with that of the uniyer=- 


Fe fal Church : We have ſhewed our Compaſſh on 
in Alms to the Poor: And here we declare 


the Extent of our Charity, in Praying for all 


Conditions of Men in the Church, that they 
may live agrecable to their profeilicn of Chri- 
ſtianity; that thoſe who govern the State, 
2 who ms over the Church, and 


"Tas Tis. #AKANTIQS 1 X; 7% Naß Sen9Gay, oͤme : 
mans. md non, aa las Spe CUJeelu, mions 7g d Neis e- 


vol, 0 dmpeoiag, au Te TAnpoud]Or Tis EH erg 


end, d & Me maylas Ne]nphoy Y Nagundtn. Let 

us pray for this Church, and People; for every Biſhoprick ; for all 
the Prieſts, Deacons, and Miniſters in Chriſt: Let us pray for the 
whole Body of the Church; that the Lord may , and 5 

5 them all. Then iminediately. follows, 


Tate Ba 2 0 e eg nd wer” ive comvivarrar 
m TeIs ds, 0 ms eder 2 aUx co Bioy Eyorles, de- 


bey e ion bb x) Jr avorum. Let us pray for Kings, and 


all in Authority; that our Affairs may go on peaceabiy, and We 
may live in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. Conſtit. Apoſtol. lib. 8. 
cap. 13. So ee Hiero”, Cat. Myſt. * ö 8 Xa 

_— walt 
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wait at the Altar, and the People in general, 


may, in their ſeveral Stations, promote the 
Glory of God, and the Good of one another. 


85 Chriſtianity teacheth Men Loyalty and Obe 


dience; and the Apoſtle bath taught. us to 


mulec Prayers, and Supplications, and T hankſ=- 135 


- givings, or Euchariſts, for all Men, for Kings 
and all in Authority Which Words ſeem par- 
ticularly to bind it upon us as our eſpecial 
Days when we celebrate FOES Sacrament. 


In this dap the prieſt Bieri offers 
to God : the Devotions of the People, and hum- 
bly begs of him 75 accept their Alms and Obla- 
tions; — thoſe Alms which, whilſt the Sen- 
tences were reading, have 2 2 collected for 
the Uſe of the Poor, and are therefore, with 
great Propriety, offered unto God, who is 
pleaſed with ſuch Sacrifices : — Thoſe Ob- 
lations ; of Bread and Wane, which are to be 


W 


: 2 Tim. ll. 1, 2, 
2 > Vide Rubrick. 


2 That the Word Oblations has to the wad and Wine, ap- 
pears from hence; that this Word, and the Rabrick immediately 


Preceeding, relating to the Placing the Bread and Wine on the ; 


Table, wers both inſerted at the ſame Fine at che laſt Review | 
in 1662, | 
uſed 


7 
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uſed in this Holy Sacrament, and ought there- 


fore to be humbly dedicated to God, with : a 


8 Petition for His Acceptance of them. 


We bs ſome Provifion for the Poor by 


our Alms; but there are, beſides, many 


others whom this Kind of Charity will not 


reach. Money will neither cure the Grief of 
the Mind, nor abſolutely heal the Diſtempers 
dk the body : and the Alms which are at 


this Time beſtowed, cannot be fo diſtributed : 
as to relieve all thoſe that are in Neceſſity : 


but our hearty Prayers we are aſſured will 


reach them, and God will have regard to the 


Petitions we faithfully offer up in their be- 


Half and therefore with extenſive and uni- : 


verſal Charity we beſeech him of his Good- - 


neſs to comfort and ſuccour all them who are 


in Trouble, Sorrow, Need, Sickneſs, or any 
other Adverfity . To our Prayers we then 


= Tov GD waprupev Mwnuorwuaryuty ders Kowardl neo 


e N Hν,ẽcͤ d rvdlatindauw. Let us be mindful of the 


5 Dittreſſes. 


Holy Martyrs, that we may be found worthy to be Partakers of their 


Trial. Apoſt. Conſt. lib. 8. cap. 13. And the ſame Clementine 
Liturgy has ſeveral particu ar Petitions for thoſe in Dangers and 


—— | 9 
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Join our 7 hanks for all the Saints of God 


depat ted this Life; heſcec hing him that We 
may follow their good Examples, and with them 


be Partakers LE his TOY K ingdom 1, 


2 $0 much of this Office as reaches to the End of this prayer 5 


35 ordered by the Church to be read on Sundays and Holidays, 
even though there be zo Communion. Only if there are no 
_ Charitable Collections, the Words of accepting our Alms are to be 
omitted; if no Sacrament, then the Oblations, relating to the Sa- 
cramental Bread and Wine, are not to be mri Thus far 
is called the Second Service, becauſe after the Morning Prayer | 
and Litany have been uſed together az one Service, (though really 
two) This follows in the ſecond Place, being e from 
the other by the Interpolition of a Palm. 


In the Primitive Church, all the Service to the Offertory Was 


called Miſa Catechumenorum; becauſe the Catechumens who 
were not permitted to Communicate, were then diſmiſſed with 
the Words Ie Miſſi eſt: And the Service which followed was 


called Miſſa Fidelium, becauſe only the Faithful, 7. e. thoſe who 
were admitted to the Sacred Myſteries, were preſent at it. 
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HIS excellent Collect being conclu- 

r | ded, the Prieſt is to read an Exhor- 
ESSEY 72tion, fit to prepare the Minds of the 
Communicants for receiving the Holy Sacra- 
ment. In it he reminds them of the Quali- 

| fications neceſſary to a worthy Reception, 
namely a penitent Heart and a lively Faith + 
He ſets before them the Advantages of par- 
taking in ſuch a Manner, that then we Spiri- 
tually eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, and drink 5 
Blood; then we dwell in Chri, A and Chriſt in 
us ;, we are one with Chriſt, and C Chriſt a4 
. But if, on the contrary, we come with- 
out due Preparation, we are guilty of the Body 

| a Blood of Chriſt ; and by not diſcerning the 

| Lo! as 
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Lord's Body provoke God to ſend the Judg-- . 


ments of his Wrath upon us here, which, if 


not averted by ſincere Repentance, will at 


laſt end in final Damnation. Hence it is, 
that He again preſſes them to judge and exa- 
mine themſelves, to repent of their Sins paſt, 
to amend their Lives, to have a lively and ſted- 
Faſi Faith in Chriſt our Saviour, and to be in 


fei fect Charity with all Men, that 2 they may i 
be meet Partakers f ay H 5 My 2 e 


_— 


2 This Part of the Exhortation is taken chiefly from '1 Cor. xi. 


The Word Damnation here borrowed from v. 29, might, with _ 
greater Propriety have been tranſlated Judgment; and in the 
Text plainly refers to the Temporal Puniſhments, Deaths, and 
Sickneſſes, which were then inflicted by God on thoſe who. 
vilely profaned this Sacrament. The Crimes of the Corinthians 
were, not diſcerning the Lord's Body, looking upon the Sacrament _ 

as a common Meal, and Eating and Drinking to exceſs at the 
Lord's Table: And for theſe God inflicted remarkable Judgements 


on them. So that Eating and Drinking unworthily in the Senſe 
of St. Paul, is receiving the Sacrament in a careleſs and profane 
Manner, and abuſing it to Intemperance; Sins that cannot at pre. 


ſent be charged on any Communicants: But our Church here 

uſes it not ſo much in reſpect to the Manner of receiving, as to 
the Qualifications of the Communicants, and their fitneſs to re. 
ceive. Let then no pious Chriſtians fright themſelves from the 


Sacrament by expounding theſe Words in too rigid a Manner: 
Let them but bring with them ſincere Repentance, Faith, and 5 
Charity, and they will be meet Partakers of thoſe Holy Myſteries. 


2 
— 


What 
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What follows is partly Admonitory, and 


partly Euchariſtical- In which, whilft the 


People are exhorted to be thankful, the Mi- 
niſter recounts and acknowledges the Good- 
neſs of God in the Redemption of the World, 


by the Death and Paſſion of our Saviour Chriſt 


1 both God and Man, who did humble himſelf even 


to the Death upon the Croſs, for us miſerable 
Sinners ; who lay in Darkneſs and the Shadow 


of Death, that He might make us the Children 
e God, and exalt us to everlaſting Life; and 
' moreover inſtituted theſe Holy Myſteries to our 


great and endleſs Comfort, as Pledges of his 
Love, and for a continual Remembrance of his 


|| Death, and the jnnumet able Benefits He ' hath 


5 en obtained for 45. 


After this, it Ends wits a folemn Doxolis Ty 


to the eyer-bleſſed Trinity, and a Tender of 
Thanks, Submiſſion, and Obedience to the 
Divine Will: And this the whole Congrega- 
tion is to Aſſent — and Seal with an hearty | 


Amen * 4. 


. 


5 


If the Concluſion of this Exhortation is not to be look d 
upon as a Doxology, there will then be 2 manifeſt Tautology. 


For in the Middle of it, the Migiſter exhgrr; the be an give 


moſt 
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yams 


/ Is not therefore our Communion Office 
Euchariſtical Do we not, in it, ſhew our 


ſelves grateful to our bleſſed Redeemer, when 
even the preparatory Exhortation to it in- 
cludes an Hymn of Praiſe for our Redemption, 
and the Inſtitution of the Holy Sacramen: ? 


In the Primitive Church, before the Admi- 


niſtration of the Euchariſt, the Deacon was 
ordered to ſay, Let none of the Unbelievers, 
none of the Hete/odox ſay. — Let no one hade 
oulg ht agai; oe any Man. Let no one come in 
Hypocriſy, Thus they drove the Unworthy 


from the Holy Table; and tho' they ſuffered 


them to hear God's W ord read, and to join 
in the preceeding Prayers of the Church; yet 


2 8 * 


55 moſt 1 0 ond hearty 3 to God for the Death of Chr iſt, 
and Inſtitution of the Sacrament: And, the admonitor * Part being 


ended, he changes the Phraſe, and ſpeaking 1 in the firſt Perſon, 
fays, To him therefore = Let us give = Thanks, &c. 
But beſides, the Amen likewiſe proves This 2 be a Doxology; 


It would but improperly cloſe an Admonition; and in our whole 


Liturgy there is not one other Exhortation concluded with it, 
except that in the Commination Service, the Reaſon of which i "Maes, 
That ends with 1 Prayer, 25 This doth with a © Thankiving, 


b In the Clementine Liturgy, My Ts Tov d TIS av. uhm. | 
4 eTecodsEoy, 


un Ts x7 MO. Al ns & melee. 
Conſtit. Apoſt, lib. S. cap. 12. 4 . 


they 
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they charged none to communicate in the 
Holy Myſteries, but the Faithful, and the 
Orthodox, and thoſe who came with Charity 

and Sincerity of Heart. And thus our Church 
endeavours to prevent any from incurring the 
Danger of Receiving, ,unworthily, by the 

following Invitation ; in which, whilft ſhe 
encourages thoſe who ure qualified by Re- 

pentance and Charity, to * draw near with 
Faith; ſhe at the ſame time ſilently warns 


thoſe who are not fly prepared, to withdra: aw £ 
themſelves. OO 


2 ©, — — — 
— 
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*T his then is 2 proper Time to conſult with 
our Hearts, and ſtrictly to ask our {elves 
whether we have theſe Qualifications ; and if 
we can fay, in the Sincerity of our Souls, 
that we " "RF and age; * us E our 


— 


5 From hence vre e may obſerve, That the People are to come 
up to the Rails, and there receive; and that the Elements ought 
not to be carried to them by the Prieſt, and received in their 
pers. Thus it was in the Primitive Church. In St. Chryſoſom's 
Liturgy, before the Reception, the Deacon fays to the People, 
Draw near in the Love and Fear of God. And here we may take 
Notice, That in Conformity to this Inviration, thoſe who are 
to communicate, may then, with great Propriety, leave their 
Pews, and go Wage the Holy Table, 


. HT CH ens 22 
* 
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Sins, and are in Love and Charity with our 
Neighbours, and intend to lead a new Life, 
following the Commandments of God, and walk- 

ing from henceforth in his holy Mays; we may 

then draw near with Faith, and full Aſſurance | 
that the Holy Sacrament which we take will 
be to our en : 
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THE 


a true „ Hier - in 15 e = 
SER Fth, without havins our Hearts 
. firſt ſprinkled es an evil Confeients - - What 
more efficacious Means of doing this, than to 
male our humble Confeſſion to A God, 
= meekly kneeling upon our Knees ? The Form 
of Confeſſion inſetted in the Communion 
Office is excellent as to the Place it bears, as 
to the Matter it contains, and as to the Form 
it is expreſſed i in. 


Firſt, As to the Place it Bade in; If we 
reſpect the Exhortations going before, nothing 
can be more reaſonable, than, when we have 
been conyinced of the e Neceſſity a at 


* Heb. x, TH | | 5 
eee | Es chis 
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this Time of a true and unfeigned Repen- 
_ tance, we immediately fall down at the 
| Throne of Grace, and with Shame and ; 


Sorrow acknowledge our Sins. If we regard 


the moſt holy Service which follows, we muſt 


allow, that as the Priefts * amongſt the Jews | 


were to purify themſelves before they offered 
up their Sacrifices; as the Primitive Chri- 


ſtians waſhed their Hands before they con- 
ſcerated the Holy Sacrament -; ſo we ſhould 


waſh our Hands in Innocence, before we 930 
to God's Altar; 'E and purge our ſelves from | 
Guilt by confeſſing our Offences, and craving | 
Pardon for them, before we preſume to take : 


thoſe Holy Myſteries. We are unworthy thro' 


our manifold Sins to offer unto God any Sacri- | 


fie; I penitent Confeſſion is the Condition of. 


7 Exod. xxX. 18. 19, 40, 21. 


is Thus it is WITT in the Apoſtlica Corititutions: ' 2E. 7 5 


| max O Held du xeipoy Tols ĩeptdon, ou pConon = 


nuayagmTC Juyor O dvatuuiruy, As a Sign of the Purity 
required in Fog Souls which are dedicated to God. Apoſt. Conſt. : 


lib. 8. cap. 11. | SupuCondy 297 Te iy Vuas pte may]wy N 


cc ANI ndl y x; Y οννEli , T0 70 Vida. | Cyrillus Hieroſ. Cat. 
Myſtag. 5. $. 1. IE * 


fal. Xvi. 6, . 
our 
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our ; Pardon; and this we muſt ſeek for, be- 


fore we commemorate. in this our Chriſtian 


Sacri ifice the Death and Paſſion of our Lord 
and Saviour. LIED 4 


35 Secondy, This Confeſſion is excellent as to 


the Matter it contains, and the Form it is 


expreſſed in. It repreſents God as the Maker 


of all Things, and ſo we Sinners are the Work 


of his Hands, and at his Diſpoſal : As the 


Fudge of all Men, and ſo capable of knowing 


all our Words and Actions, and of diſcerning 


” - the Thoughts of our Hearts, and Juſt to deal 


with every Man according to his Deeds: As 


1 Almighty God, and ſo able to puniſh with 
utter Ruin thoſe who trangreſs his Will: But 


then it repreſents him as the Father of our 


$ Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo for his ſake Gracious 


and Merciful to Mankind, caſy to be intreated, 


and ready to forgive. When the Sinner thus _ 

| ſpeaks to God, the Words he uſeth teach him 
|F to dread his Power and Juſtice, and to fly for 
| Safety to the Arms of his Mey». and the „ 


1 Merits of his Saviour. 


After theſe compellations, we come to ac- 


* knowledge, that our Sins are > manifold ; that 5 
we 
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we have tranſgreſſed in Thought, Word, and 2 


Deed; that it is the Divine Majeſly whom we 
have offended ; and that hereby we are juſtly 


become cba hn to his Math and Indignation. 
We then expreſs our Sorrow, we cry for 
Mercy, and beg to be delivered from the 
heavy Burt hen of our paſt Sins, for Chrif's 
ſake, and that we may ever hereafter ſerve and 


Pleaſe God, to the Glory and Honour of his 
Name. Here then the penitent Sinner is 


taught to confeſs his Faults in a Form ſo 
| comprehenſive as to include all the Sins that -— 
he can poſſibly have been guilty of; and 


yet not ſo particulariz'd as to male any 
blame themſelyes unjuſtly for Sins of which 
they are not Conſcious: and in the moſt pa- 
thetick Expreſſions, to humble himſelf before 
the Throne of Grace, and implore God's 


Mercy” of on the moſt prevalling Motiyes. 


Aud as every one 67 us are burthened with 
Sins, the Church requires, that every one f 
us ſhould, with his own Mouth, make this 
his ee ; That every one may accuſe 
| himſelf before God ; and, whilſt he makes 
this outward Confeſſion, he may privately 
= his own Heart reflect on the Sins he hath 


com | 
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compalttind againſt each Article, and ſecretly 


_ "confeſs them, with Sorrow, to Godowho 


| knows all the Motions of bis Soul. 


= When we do this, let us ile: our tir 7 
as guilty Criminals appearing before the Judge | 
of all the World, a powerful, a dreadful, an 


_ avenging God: "and let us behave our ſelves 


as becometh thoſe who have highly offended 
and provoked him; abaſhed at o own Vile- 
neſs, and with fear and t. ling eek; = 
kneeling upon our Knees, If in i the Prayers 
we make, we ſhould carry our ſelves with 
Reverence and Submiſſion ; ſurely this muſt, 

in an eſpecial Manner, be attended with the 


moſt profound Humility and Devotion. Fi- 


nally, let our Voice be as humble as our 


Geſture, not clamorous ſo as to diſturb any, 


but ſober fo as to excite and animate the 


Devotion of others. 


3 55 The 22 being arided, then fall the 
Prieſt pronounce the Abſolution, becauſe to 


him, and not the Deacon, it is ſaid at Ordina- 
tion, Whoſeſoever Sins ye remit, they are re- 


mitted : unleſs the B Biſhop be preſent, and then 
| for Honour ſake, and in token of his ſpiri- 
e = tual 


al 
t 

- 
4, 
. By 
7 

1 


/ 
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tnal Superiority, this Act of Authority 1 is re- 
ſerved to him. Here it is he, in a peculiar 
manner, acts as the Meſſenger of the Lord 
of Hoſts, as the Ambaſſador of Chriſt; ane 
therefore he is ordered to and whilſt he pro- 
nounceth it; and to turn himſelf to the People, 
becauſe the good News he brings, and the 
Pardon he opens, directly concerns them. 


Chriſt hath * given Power and Commandment 
10 his Miniſters to declare and pronounce to his 
People being penitent, the Abſolution and Re- 
miſhon of their Sins : And when they make 
a right Uſe of the * Miniſtry of Reconciliation 
which is committed unto them; whatſoever 
they regularly declare on Earth, He who hath | 
impowered them to do this, will, in His 
ſovereign Court in Heaven, make good; and 
will there ratify what his Miniſters do ace 
cording to his own Rules and Orders. 1 


Here then the Church, chars) Ang), ſuppo- 


fing that thoſe who come to the rioly Com- 


py EE 4 


2 


1 yide Rubric k. 
7 Abſolution in Marin Prayer. 


2 Cor. v. 18. 3 
munion, 
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155 munion, come not without Faith and Repen- 
 fance ; and that the Profeſſions thereof which 
they have made in the Creed, and general 
Confeſſion, are hearty and ſincere; ſhe hath 


| ordered the Prieſt to pronounce the Abſolution 


to the People, as fitly qualified to receive 
the Benefit of it; and grounding what he 
doth on the Divine Promiſe, to * wiſh them, 


from God, pardon of their Sins, Confirmation 


| in Goodneſs, and everlaſting LIE; through 
= the Merits of © ke Chriſt. This he 1 


— 


n . One" 


The Abſolution in the Primitive Church at the Euchrriſt, was 

in an optative or precatory Form, as This is. It was called the 
Prayer at the Bowing of the Head, from the then Poſture of the 

People, who generally prayed ſanding. Thus in St. Baſils Litur- 


* gy; O Almighty Lord, Father of Mercies, and God of all Comfort, 


5 bleſs, ſanttify, keep, ſtrengthen, and confirm thoſe who have bowed 
: | down their Heads to. Thee; Turn them from every evil Work, and 
9 85 fit them for every good one; and grant that they may, without 
blame, partake of theſe Immaculate and Life-giving Myſteries, for 
the Remiſſion of their Sins, for the Communion of the Holy Spirit. 


The Ethiopicł Liturgy having mentioned the Power of the Keys 


given to Peter, ſays, May thy Servants therefore and Handmaids 

N abſol ved by the Mouth of the Holy Trinity, Father, San, aud 
Holy Ghoſt ; and by the Mouth of me a Sinner, thy unworthy Ser. 

rant. —— Let the Light of Life ſhine upon them, and forgive them 
their Sins. O Lord God grant Abſolution to us all, and with 
#5 abſolve all thy People. Abſolve, O Lord, our Patriarch N 
aur King, &c. Vid. Brett's Collect. Liturgy, p. 88. 
This was never pronounced by the Deacgn, | 


L dem 
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them in the Namo of our Lord, as impowered 
by His Authority; and not after the Manner 85 
of Men, is when we wiſh each other any kind 


of Happineſs. Though the Church in her 
ſeyeral Offices varies the Form of Abſolutiun, 


according to the particular Circumſtances of -- 
the Perſons to whom it is pronounced, the 
Variety of Expreſſion doth not render it leſs 


efficacious. The Abſolution of the Prieſt isnot 
a meer Prayer for Pardon, or a bare Declara- 


tion of God's Good-will to repenting Sinners, | 


but carries with it ſomething Authoritative ” 
and Judicial. As aFudze on the Bench repre- 
ſents the Perſon of the Prince, and pronounces 


thoſe to be right in Court, and exempt from 


Puniſhment, who are qualified to plead the 
Mercy of their Sovereign; ſo the Prieſt, in 
God's ſtead, jzdicially pronounces them to be 
Innocent, and aſſures and conveys Remiſſion 
of Sins, to thoſe whoſe Faith and Repen- 
tance enttitle them to Pardon, according to 
Promiſes of God, and the Conditions of the 
Goſpel: And therefore, when a true Penitent | 
hears his Pardon thus W pant oy _ 


. . . 
* . 3 


——_—_— Jr - 
5 x * — 
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FKettlewel's Prodtical Believer, par. 17. pag. 335. 
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an Officer whom God has deputed and commiſe - 
ſoned for it, he may quiet his Heart, as one 
whoſe Caſe is judged, and firmly hope God will 

. 121 0 0 the 1 at the wal Fudgment. Dk, 


Let every one therefore, with a lowly De- 
meanour and ſober Joy, atibri to the Abſolution. 15 
Let them by no Means uſurp the peculiar 
Office of the Pyieſt, and diſturb the Congre- 
gation, by repeating it after him. But let 
them beg of God to confirm what he pro- 


nounces, by adding o it a devout _ e 
Amen. 


And now, that none may think the Mi- 
niſter hath gone beyond his Commiſſion, or 
that our Lord himſelf will not agree to what 
he hath declared ; ; he affixes thereto the Seal 


of his Maſter, and ſubjoins ſome Sentences out 


of the Word of God, upon which the De- 
clarations of Mercy and Forgiveneſs are 


| | founded. We there hear what com fortable 
= | Words our Saviour Chriſt faith unto all that 


truly u 10 him. 1 Come unto me all that 


„% 


Matth. xi. 28. | does page 
L 2 travel 
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travel, and are heavy laden, and I will refreſh 524] 


. What an affectionate Call is this to | 


thoſe who are Slaves to Vice, who Toil and 
Labour in Iniquity, and are grieved with 
the intolerable Burthen of their Sins? What 
Aſſurance doth it give to contrite Hearts, 


that Confeſling and Repenting they ſhall find 


Mercy? What Comfort doth that which fol- 
lows afford the Faithful, that * God fo loved 
= World, that he gave His only begotten 
Son, to the End that all that believe in him 

aul not fei e, but have everlaſting Life ? ; 


Thus i in the Words PP. hs Son of God, 7 
we acknowledge the infinite Love of God 
the Father towards fallen Man, in not with- 
holding his Son, his only Son from us; and 
with the Apoſtle profeſs, that * this is a true 
 faying, and worthy of all Men to be received, 
that 22 it Jeſus came into the World to ſave 
| Sinners. The bare Mention of the Goodneſs: 


and Love of God is an Act of Praiſe : Such | 


Goodneſs can never more properly be 1 
preſſed than in the Terms of Kn "who - is n 


9 


— 


vun il. 16 
| 24 Tim, * 17 


Truth 
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Truth it ſelf: and, not to mention the other 
Forms of Thanks in this Office, for the Re- 
demption of Man, theſe Sentences make our 
Service Euchariſtical. None truly Pious and 
Faithful can hear or utter them, without 
Hearts full of Joy and religious Gratitude. 
And in the next Words, we expreſs our Con- 
fidence and Truſt in the Satisfaction Chriſt 
once made for all our Sins, and in the Inter- 
ceſſion He daily makes for us; ſaying, with 
St. John, If any Man fin, we have an Advo- 
cate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righ- 
teous, and He is the Propitiation for our Sins. 


— — — — — —ä 


—— — — 
— — . — 


—— 


— — 


ö 
N 
| 
| 


Fo him therefore, with the Father, and the 

| Holy Ghoſt, let us give, as we are moſt 
bounden, all T hanks, Praiſe, Honour, 
and Adoration, now and for ever. Amen. 


8 2 _ _ = 


—— 


„ 
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THE 
 Enchariſtical Suſtrager, &c. 


Av 1 N 2 ſpoken of thoſe Sen- 

fences of Scripture, which are 

placed juſt after the Abſolition, ; 

4 1 ſhall now proceed to conſider 

WI immediately follows, which is firily | 

Euchariffical ; ; and as to the Subſtance of it, 
is taken from the ancient Liturgies, and by : 

them chiefly from the Holy Scriptures. Of 

this St. Cyril bears witneſs, who explains this 

| Part of the Office, and ſhews the Propriety 


of N 
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of it. The Prief, ſaith he, calls out, Lift 
up your Hearts: for truly at that tremendous 
Hour we ought to have the Heart lifted up to 
| God, and not ſet upon the Earth, and worldly 
' Affairs. By the Force of theſe Words, the 
Prieſt requires all, that in this Hour they lay 
aſide all the Concerns of this Life, and their 
 domeſtick Cares, and have their Hearts in Hea- 
ven with the Lover of Mankind. T hen you 
anſwer, We lift them up unto the Lord; ac- 
| knowledeing that you Afent to what 75 e- 
quires: But let no Man ſtay here, and ſay _ 
with his Mouth, We lift them up unto the 
Lord, whilft he lets his Mind rove upon the 
; Things of this Life. We ought, indeed, at 
ways to think upon God; but if this cannot be 
done by reaſon of the In oi mity of human Na- 
ture, it is in an ie Manner to be endea- 
voured at this Hour. "9 hen the LO fe 25 


of 1 Cyl. Hierafol. 5 e Catech. * 3. he quoque 8 


prianus (A. D. 248.) Sacerdos ante orationem prefatione premiſſa, 


parat fratrum mentes dicendo, ſurſum Corda, ut dum reſpondet 
Plebs, habemus ad Dominum ; admoneatur nihil alind ſe quan | 
Dominum aprons debere. De Oratione Dominica. | | | 
O aprerptvs di Toy viv vs res Koln Tos Thy 
 xuetey. Apoſtol. Conſtitut. lib. S. cap. 12. TED 


2 Cyril. ibid. C. 4. Kat 5 emp; tuners! opus TY 
welp: Kat mes 2255 9 Ira. Apoſt. Conſt, 1. 8. c. 12, 


, Let 
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Let us give Thanks unto the Lord. We ought 
certainly to give Thanks that He bath called 


us Unworthy to ſo great a Grace; that He hath 
reconciled us to Himſelf, being his Enemies; 


| that He hath given us the Spirit of Adoption, 


and the Privilege of Feaſting at his Holy 
Table; and therefore, when He hath invited 
then to glorify God in a ſolemn and deyout 
Form ; the People are taught to anſwer, Ir 
is meet and right jor to do. 5 


We are commanded in * eve; y 75 "FER to give : 
: 7 hanks ; for this, ſays the Apoſtle, 7s "the ; 


ill of God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning you * ; 
And in Obedience hereunto, the Prieft, who 


hath been ſpeaking to the People, NOW * Z#urn- 
ing to the Lord's Table, addreſſeth himſelf to 
. N and acknowledgeth it to be: meet, right, 
and our bounden Duty, at all times, and in all 


Places to pay this Debt of Praiſe to Him: And 


Reondngly, as We are * going to celebrate the 


- , « 


8 - ——__— 


* —_— > 


1 Thef. v. 18. 
* Vide Kubrick. ; 


© Kat 0 dppgepeds 3 0 AE cos Ads x 3 navy aps 
. dyupray ot 7 los we ©s3y, &cc. Foe Conſt. 


| Ibid. WL Fes 
M ſubli- 
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ſublimeſt Myſteries of the Goſpel, * which 
Things the Angels deſire to look into, for which 
they glorify God, and congratulate the Hap- 
pineſs of Man; to ſhew that we worſhip the 


e ſame Lord of Hoſts, and that We -* hold 


Communion with the Saints above; N we in a 


full Chorus join with Angels and Arch-angels = | 
and all the Company of Heaven, to laud and 


magnify the Holy Trinity, in that Seraphick 8 
Hymn which T/aiah * tells us, he heard the 1 
5 ſacred Choir fing to the Lord of Glory, Say- 
ing, holy, holy, holy Lord God of Ho 5 Hea- 
ven and Earth are Full of thy Glory. 


5 x Pet. i. 12. 4 


2 Aid n 4 Tov mienhdddour ira bs oth Tees 
to Taulny , o77ws Kory wvor 71 vurodia; Tas 
Umeproo ions NN Seglials: Therefore we ſing this Seraphical | 
Divine Compolition, which hath been delivered to us, that in our 
Hymns we may communicate with the 9 Hob Oil. 5 
Hieroſ. Cat. Myſt. 5. §. 5. | 


In the Clementine Liturgy, S2 apooxuriny drderdua _ 5 
mal ayyinav, dgayyinw!, & c. —— Rat mas 6 N dua | 
Lind 4, 4, 4% - wel Ealawd. Haig 1 
eavbs, Y 1 yh Ths bEns U "Eons Us Ths dives. | 


Apiy. Apoſt. Conſt. l. 8. c. 12. 
® Iſaiah vi. 3. 
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Praiſe is our bounden Duty at all times; 
but on thoſe Holidays and Seaſons, on which 
we particularly commemorate ſome ęſpecial 
 Bleſſmg, it is meet and right that we ſhould 
make eſpecial mention of it, and in an eſpecial | 


5 manner render our Thanks to God for that 


his gracious Goodneſs. And hence it is that 
our Church hath added Pope / Prefaces, * 
out of the Service of the ancient Church, to 
be prefixed to this general Act of Praiſe 0 Y 
F ſome of the grand ng 


3 On Chr: e we are, in the Preface, _ 
1 taught to thank God for the Incarnation of 


the immaculate Jeſus, who by the Operation 


of the Holy Ghoſt, was, at that time, made 
Man, that He might make us clean from all 
Sin. 


1 Upon . becauſe this our Paſchal 
Lamb by his Death hath deflroyed Death, and 
by his Reſurrection, hath e to US ever 


* fling whe 


Upon ere 49, becauſe Chr! t is af 
cended up Into Heaven, to prepare 4 Place 


| for us. 8 
1 Theſe 


92 The Rational Connininicant. 


Theſe three firſt Proper Prefaces are to be 
uſed for eight Days together; for, ſo long the 
Church, n pattern from thoſe Laws 
which God * gave the Jews, intends, that 


the Commemoration of theſe ſignal and ex, | 


traordinary Mercies ſhould continue. If we 
5 think it but juſt and reaſonable to ſet apart 
one Day to commemorate the Virtues of ſome | 
of God's Holy Saints and Martyrs, and to 


thank Him for the Benefit the Church re- | 


ceives by their Examples: Then, ſurely, the | 
immenſe Benefits the Church receives by 


theſe principal Acts of our Saviour, which | 
brought about and compleated our Redem-, | 


ption, muſt needs require from us, that theſe | 
Solemnities ſnould be drawn out | to a greater 
Length. En | 


Hereby the Church ſhews how agreeable 


it would be to her Inclination, if the Number | 


of thoſe who are willing and ready to Com- 


municate, did give occaſion to the Admini- 


ſtration of the Holy Euchariſt on each of 
thoſe Days, by having appointed a Preface 1 
Proper to them : And that ſo thoſe pious | 


1 


Tevit. xxiii. 36. 


Chri- 
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| Chriſtians, who have Leiſure equal to their 
Devotion, might meet daily to expreſs the 
Fulneſs of their Joy and Gratitude, for the 
Bleſſings which are then the chief Subject of 


our Meditations ; and thoſe who are unavoid- 
ably hindered * attending the publicx 
Worſhip on the fußt of thoſe Days, might, 


at leaſt on ſome of them, have Opportunity 
1 of e themſelves. in the Houle of 


'T he Pr os for Whit-Sundoy acknowledges ; 
4 the Truth of Chriſt's Promiſes, fulfilled in 
ſending down the Holy Ghoſt, to enable the 
Apoſtles to Preach to all Nations. And this 
is to be repeated but fix Days after; becauſe 
the Octave, or ſeventh Day after, is the 

Feaſt of Trinity, for which a particular Pre- 


face 1s appointed, confeſſing the Unity in 


"P rinity, and the Trinity in Unity. 


When theſe Profices are uſed, after any of 


1 5 i them follows the Seraphical Hymn - And then 
the Prieft, who hath hitherto been chiefly. 


_ employed in exhorting the People, and 1n 
praiſing God; and ( excepting in the Con- 
feſſion) hath continued flanding, kneeling 

= | down 
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down * at the Lord's Table, ſays the Prayer of 


bumble Addreſs, in the Name of all them that 
ſtall receive the Communion. Leſt the Joy 
which we have expreſſed in our Lauds and 
Thanks, ſhould make us forget that we are | 
yet in the Body, ſurrounded with Imper- 
fections and Infirmities, and look upon our 
ſelves as Members of the Church Triumphant - 
Leſt we ſhould not * ſerve the Lord with Fear, 5 
and rejoice unto him with Reverence : We are 
here taught to check all Vanity and Confidence 
by an Act of Humility ; not to approach the 
Altar, but with Fear and Trembling; or dare 
do partake of his ſacred Myſteries, without a 
becoming Reverence and religious Awe, We 
therefore lay aſide all pretence to Merit, and 
truſt only in the Mercies of God; and for his 


Mercies ſake alone, we beg that we may / 


eat the Fleſh of his dear Son, and drink his 
Blood in this Holy Sacrament, that our Body 
and Soul may be cleanſed thereby, and we 
may evermore dwell i in e and be in Us. 


—_— 


Fl palm i ii. 11. 


Query, If this Prayer be Aid by the Prieſt A before the 
Altar as it is done in St. John's College, Cambridge; Whether 


this be not very proper in it ſelf, and agreeable to this Rubrick. 


THE 


T he Rational Communicant. 95 | 


THE 


=&) D a we come to the moſt 15 
lemn and eſſential Part of the Service; 
the Conſecration of the Elements, in 
order to their being religiouſſy received by 
the Faithful. The Oblation of the Bread and 
Wine hath been already made, and God hath 
been prayed to, to accept them. What re- 
mains is, that God's Bleſſing be craved upon 
them; and the Myſtical and Holy Uſe for 
= which they are deſigned be declared in the 
Words which our Saviour uſed when He in- 
Nituted this Holy Sacrament. 


As it 1s the Privilege * the Priclilioond to 
leſs the Sacrifice; as it belongs to that Order 
to confecrate the Elements of Bread and 


Wine, 
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Wine, that from common Food they may 
became the Body and Blood of Chriſt - as this 


is an authoritative Act, it is to be performed 


by the Prieft Sling. He doth not ſtand 


before the Altar, as the Romiſh Prieſts doz 5 


nor like them, pronounce the Words with a 
low Voice, to countenance their pretended 
Miracle of Tranſubſtantiation, and to make 
the People gaze with Wonder, on thoſe who _ 


| are thought to perform it in that ſecret Man- — 
ner. But the Prieft in the Church of England, 1 25 
ſays the Prayer with an audible Voice, as in 


the Primitive * Church, that the People may 
; hear, 88 Join with him; and ſtands a fo as 


> SS : 2 . 2 g 88 8 2 - 3 | . 


* — 


Sh, Deacons were never dn! to Conſecrate the Holy Sa- 
| crament, but only to aſſiſt the Officiating Prieſt in the Diſtribu- 
tian of it. Our Rubrick reſtrains this to the Prieſt: And the Act 

of Uniformity ſays, That no Perſon whatſoever shall — 

- preſume to confecrate and adminiſter the Moly Sacrament 
ok the Lozd's Supper, befoze ſuch time as he shall be oz⸗ 

dained Pꝛieſt, — upon pain to foxfeit fox every Dffence 

the Sum of One Yundzed Pounds; and to be diſabled 
from taking, oz being admitted into the Order of Pꝛieſt, 


by the Dpace of one + whole hr next following, XIV. 
Carol. II, 


3 is Liturg. Baſil. 


d yide Rubrick, 
3 
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be may with the more Readineſs and Derency 
break the Bread before the People, and take the 
Cup into his Hands ; that they may 'obſerye 


and meditate on thoſe Actions which are __ 
nificant, and ka to this Rite. 


The ir conſiſts of three Parts, of v «hich 
one is Euchariftical, another Petitionary, and 
the laſt Hiſtorical. As our Saviour on taking 
the Elements: gave 7 hanks : fo it begins with 
a Form of 7 hankſgiving, in which is acknow- 

ledged God's Power and Goodneſs, and his 
tender Mercy in giving his Son to ſuffer Death 
for our Redemption + We there remember the 
full, perfect, and ſa ficient Sacrifice, Oblation, 
and Satisfafion which the Son of God made 
once for the Sins of the whole World ; and 
calling to mind that perpetual Memor y 7 his 
Death which He hath commanded us to con- 
tinue until his coming again; we, in Obe 
dience to our bleſſed Lord perform His 17 Vi- 
tution; and fein e Tann 


Pa in the e ſeond Place to petition God the - 
5 Father, chat He would hear Us of his Mer 05 


 Matth, xxvi. 27. Mar. xiv. 23. 3 XXit, 46; I Cor. 


l 24. 1 8 - 5 
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and make the Bread and Wine lying before 
Him the Body and Blood of his Son; 
not by the periſhing of their Subſtance and 
 Jubſtitution of a new; — not by a Change 
of their Nature; — not by any concomitancy 
or annexing of the Subſtance of Chriſt's natu. 
ral Fleſh and Blood to the Bread and Wine: — 
but his Body and Blood in Virtue and el, | 
his Sacramental Body and Blood, indued with a 
quickening and life-giving Power. But as 
this muſt be the Work of God; as the Ele- 
ments cannot be changed, even as to their 
Effects, but by the Operation of his Holy 
Spirit; it becomes neceſſary for us to make 
our Addreſſes to God, that He would exert 


his Power to make them the Body and Blood 3 


of Crit - And this we do, when we beg 
that we, receiving. the ert may be Par- 
LaRer's of his Body and Blood. TH. 


T 0 make the . compleat, there 
is added, in the third Place, the Hiſtory of the 
0 , as related in the Holy Goſpels. 
And here the Prieſt is ordered not only to ay 
what our Saviour aid, but to do what He 
did; and to imitate His Attions, as well as the 
Words He uſed at the 17 Ylitution of this. 


Sacra- 
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Sacram em Our bleſſed Lord took Brea 


into his Hand as the Symbol of his Boch, and 


the Cup as the ſymbolical Repreſentation * 


his Blood: He gave T hanks to God, and 


® ble eſſe the Elements: He diſt ibuted them 8 


his Diſciples, and commanded them to do this = 
in Imitation and Remembrance of Him. When 


we ſee the Prieſt take the Elements into his 


Hand, and in the Words of our Lord declare 
-- the Signtficatcy of that Rite; let us with 
_ Hearts full of Gratitude reflect on the infinite | 


Goodneſs and Compaſſion of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, who, on the Night before he was 
| betrayed, willingly gave his Body to God, 
under the Repreſentation of Bread, for the 


Sins of the World: and broke this Bread, : 


upon the Croſs: 


which He dignified by calling it his Body, to 

ſhew, that as no Man could without His Con- 

ſent have Power to lay Hands on Him; ſo 
| He freely, of His own Good-will and Plea- 
: ſure, offered His natur al Body to be broken 
Who made the Fruit 


of the Vine aer into the Cup, his Sacra- 


5 mental Blood, which He willingly offered up 
for the Remiſſion of our Sins; in Token, 
that when His Blood ſhould be ſhed out of 
His natural Body upon the Croſs, it might not 
ED N 2 be 
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be thought to be done without His Conſent N 
or Agreement. Here Chriſt ſuffered in Mill, 
but on the Croſs i in Deed, The Sacr ifice be- 
gan when He inſtituted the Euchariſt; but 
Was not finiſhed till He expired on the Croſs, _ 
Let us reverently (but ſilently) attend to tale 


Words and Actions of the Prieft ; and with 

e the Eye of Faith, look upon che one perfeth _ 
Sacrifice of our Saviour's natural E Body and 
Blood, of which, the Sac ifice we now aſſiſt 
at is only. a Repreſentation and Memorial - And 

> let us ponrluds « all with a feryent Amen. 1 


If it be ly 46 00 to „ W Wards 


the Conſeci 'ation of the Elements ought. to be -- 
aſcribed ; ? I anſwer, to the Prayer of the | 


” aithful offered by the Prieſt, and to the 
Words of Inſtitution repeated by him. This 

was the Senſe of the ancient Church of 
Chriſt, which uſed them both 1n their Encha- 
riſtical Offices; and never held, that the 
Elements were changed from their common 


to a more ſublime Uſe and Efficacy, by the | 
bare repeating of the Words, This is my 


| Body, and 7 his is my Blood, as the Papiſts 
abſurdly hold. To bring about this Change 
muſt be the Work of the Holy Ghoſt: and 


there⸗ 
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therefore it is requiſite that we ſhould pray 
to God to endue the Elements with this li fe- 


i giving Virtue. Now the Words. of Inflitution 


can by no Means be called a Prayer. They 
were addreſſed by our Saviour to his Diſ- 
ciples, and not to God; to them he ſaid, 
Take and Eat. When wi uſe them, they are 
Hiſtorical, recounting what our Lord ſaid 
and did, when He ordained this Sacrament. 
And, tho? when He ſaid, 7 his is my Body, 
85 This is my Blood, theſs W ords effeually 
made them ſo; ſhewing that it was His Will 
and Pleaſure, chat they ſhould be taken as ay 
His Sacramental Body and Blood: Tho' the 
Virtue of thoſe Words once ſpoken by Chriſt 
doth ſtill operate towards making the Bread 
and Wine his Bed and Blood yet as now 
uſed and ſpoken by the Prieſt, they do not 


contain in them any ſuch Power, unleſs they. 
| 10 joined with e to 8 


Our 1558 wiel did, beſides pronouncing 
FOO: give * a and ble * the A 


9 


— — 


IN latth. xxvi. 27. Mar. xiv. 23. Like xxii, 19. 1 Cor. 
* Matth. xxvi. 26. Mar. xiv. 22 


Thus 


102 The Rational Communicant. 
Thus our Church uſes Prayer, as well as the 
_ Words of Inſtitution ; and doth not attribute 
the Conſecration to the one without the other; 
x Tf the conſecrated Bread or Wine. be all Spent 
before all have communicated, the Prieſt, it's 
true, is ordered by the Rubricks, to conſecrate 
more by repeating only the Words of Inſtitu- 
tion But the Virtue of the Prayer which tge 
Church hath laſt made, is to be underſtood 
as concurring, therewith ; and this is only a 


f particular Application to theſe particular Ele- 


= ments. Hence comes the Propriety of ſaying 
Amen at the End of thoſe Words; ; which 
would not be fo properly added, unleſs it 


referred back to the proceeding: Petitions. = 
And that this is the Senſe of the Church of 


England is farther plain, in that ſhe, in her 

| Rubrick, calls this the Prayer” of Conſe ecration, | 
in which the Words of Inſtitution are con- 

tained ; $: and it is addreſſed to Almighty God, 

c.; whereas the Words of Chriſt were 78 

upplicatory to God, but eee to > his ; 
Recipes, „„ 


"D © 


id Rubrick, 


If 
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| After the ſame Manner, in the Office of 
: Publick Baptiſm, (in Imitation of the Cuſtom 

of the ancient Chriſtians, who. dedicated” the 
 Baptiſmal Water to the holy and ſpiritual Ute 
for which it was deſigned) our Church not 
only repeats the Words of Inſtitution of that 


bother Sacrament ; but likewiſe adds a ſolemn | 


Prayer, that God. would /andtiſ the Mater to 
_ the myſtical waſhing away of Sin: And as in 
| that Sacrament ſhe joins the Prayer of the 
- Faithful to the Words of Chr % ſo in the Sa- 
crament of the Altar, ſhe thinks them both . 
; neceſſary to > compleat the Conſecration. 


4 


| 
| 
| 
. 


104 The Rational Communicant. 


r K E 


75 _ F TER the Conſeer: cration of the F " : 

Ix ments, immediately follow the Re- 

gi ception and Diftribution of them; 
which continue till in their natural 


Subſtances of Bread and Wire, tho' they are 
changed, as to their Virtue and Efficacy, into 
the Sacramental Body and Blood of Chriſt. And 
here we may conſider the Order i in which, and : 

the Place where they are diſtributed; the 
Poſture of the Communicants ; the FER in 

which they are delivered; and the Ho, ds 

; uſed at the Diſtribution. , 


The Ord | in ; lik the e _ | 
to 5 adminiſtered is taught by the Ruby ik, 
which ſays, T he Miniſter ſhall firſt receive the 
Communion in both Kinds himself, and then 


. Proceed 40 deliver the fame to the Biſhops, 


N 
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bs and Deacons in liks manner (if any be 


preſent ) and after that, to the People alſo in 
order. — The Church endeavours that erery 
Ihing ſhould be done with Decency and Re- 
gularity ; and enjoins, that the Clergy fhould 


receive i, both out of reſpect to the Dig- 
nity of the Miniſterial Function; and like- 


wiſe * that they may be ready to help: the chief 


Mini ifter 1 in the n ee ans the e 
the ag IF: 26-07 5457] DTT, 05 a 


fy * 
1 $ 
_- 41 ; . 


u. The Place v ha the Clergy* ; communicate . 
is within the Rails of the Holy Table or Altur; 
and this, together with that of Receiving 3 


fore tlie People, was the Practice of the ancient 
P 


N Church. The. Reſt of the Congregation was 
to receive without the Rails And herein 


only conſiſts the true Difference between Eccle- 


| fraſtical and Lay Communion 3" and not, as 


. — * . - 1 5 4 k 4 nf 4 ? 25 
n - » ; 
2 3 . 3 __ * _— 


* 


* 1 


„ « * * : . 5 
x 7 * * 4 A. * * 2 bh } £ . . * 7 y "E . P * * t — * , * 
4 7 * q * 
+ : 9 4 s . &- * * 
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the Papiſts pretend, in the Ciergys receiving 
under both PR and the FO m_ 1 
to 1 8 e 
MEL Il. 'T Ne Church & preſeitbek; That cha S2 : 
crament ſhall be received by all meekly kneet- 
ing. Our Lord, when He inſtituted this 
Holy Sacrament, enjoined us no part ticular 
Geſture ; and therefore the Church is at Li- 


berty to preſcribe herein, as ſhe thinks fit. 5 


The Primitive Chriſtians took it in a Poſture 


"of Adoration : And as Kneeling i is the princi- 


pal Geſture which we uſe in the Worſhip of 

God; that is fixed upon, as the Geſture which ” 
ve are to uſe, when we approach God s Altar 

5 to receive the OY Niete, f 


ea can he; likes whales! than this 

Poſture of Ado; ation, at this Time eſpecially, 
becauſe the Sacrament i is a principal Part of 
Chriſtian Worſhip . — becauſe i it 1s a federal : | 
Rite, in which we ſhould, in the humbleſt 190 
manner, dedicate our ſelves to God: mms be- 
5 cauſe meekly kneeling becomes. ſincere Penitents, 
who confeſs their Sins to God, and take this 
Bread and this Cup as a Means of Remiſſion 
of them ;—becauſe a leſs humble Behaviour 


would 


Be Nea Case. zen 
would very improperly befit a rebellious Sub- 


ject, who appears before the 'Throne of his 
Prince, to receive his gracious Pardon 


and becauſe the Miniſter delivers the conſe- 


crated Elements with a Prayer, with which 
he who receives them Joins in his Heart, and - 


5 men anſwers Amen to it. 


To prevent any Objetion which k migen be 
made hereunto, I need only repeat the Pr otefs 


_ which is added at the End of the Communion 


Office in Defence of this Order, Which, ehe 
: Church faith, is well meant, for a Signi ification 

our humble and grateful Ae ne of 
the Benefits of Chriſt therein given to all wor 

thy Receivers, and for the avoiding of ſuch Pro- 
anation and Diſorder in the Holy Communion 
as might otherwiſe enſue - Yet kſt the ſame 
Kneeling ſhould by any Perſons, either out of 
| Tenorance and Infirmity, or out of Malice andOb- 
3 be miſconſtiued and depraved; It is d- 
clared, that thereby no Adoration is intended or 
: ou7ht to be done, either unto the Sacramental 
Bread or Wine there bodily received, or unto any 


1 corporal Preſence of Chriſtis natural Fle % and 5 


Blood. For the facramental Bread and Wine 
remain ill in their very natural dub Hances, 
8 and 
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and therefore may not be adored ; (for that were 
Tealatry to be ab horred of all faithſul Chriſtians) 
aud ihe mgtural Body and Blood of our Saviour 
Chriſt are in Heaven, and not here; it being | 
againſt the Truth, of Chriff's natural Body, to 
be at one Time in more Places than one. 


IV. But ne As to he Kane, in 
hich the Elements are to be delivered to the 
Communicants, namely into their Hands. 
This was the moſt ancient Practice, though 
afterwards * it Was altered for no ſignificant 
Reaſons, and put into their Mouths by the 
officiating Prieſts: But after the Reformation, 
the Church of England reſtored the Pringbe 5 
ure Uſage which i is now in force. 


Let us now, Fifthly confider the 
725 which are uſed by the Miniſter, when 
he delivers the Bread or the Cup to any one. 


| 5 n Rubrick. 


2 The © 2500 ono ie 1; Delivery of i it into the Hand, owve way to 
the Mz]adboyg putting it into the Mouth, about the Year 600. But 
this new way had only Cuſtom to plead, til the Council of Roan, : 
45 D. 895. expreſly enjoined it. 1 2. | 


The 
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The Promiſes which God hath given us in 
the Goſpel are generally belonging to the 
whole Flock of Chriſt : But in the Sacraments 
God applies his Bleſings in particular unto 
every Man's Perſon. And therefore, both in 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, the Miniſter 
addreſſeth himſelf particularly: to every one 


who receives either Sacrament. | * Whether 


Chriſt at his laſt Supper did ſpeak generally 5 
ange to all, or to every one in particular, is a 
Thing uncertain. The Hiſtory of the Inſti- 


|  tution is very ſhort and conciſe, and doth not 
acquaint us with every minute Circumſtance 
which is not efſential to this Holy 'Ordinance. 


But certain it is, that in regard the greateſt 


Part of Mankind is dull, and heavy, and al- 
moſt inſenſible of their Duty; that, in their 


Offices of Religion, they want continually 
to be awaked, and reminded of the Duty 
they are about; it is exceeding proper and 
uſeful at this Time, eſpecially, that the 
Words at the Delivery of the ſacred Elements 
ſhould be ſpoken to every Communicant fe- 
| verally ; 5 and that they ſhould ae be 4 


1 Hooker's Eccl. Polity, lib. 5. 6. 68. „ 
— n moniſhed 


110 The Rational Communicant. 
moniſhed of the folemn Service they are per- 
— | 


n The Words theniſclyes conſiſt of two 
| Parties : 'The firſt is Precatory, and the ſecond. 
Exhortatory. The Form begins with a ſolemn 
Prayer or Wiſh of the Miniſter, in behalf of 

the Perſon to whom he ſpeaks, and delivers 
the ſacred Myſteries; that the Body and Blood 

of Chriſt, which were given and ſhed for him, 


may proſe erve his Body and Soul. unto everlaſting = 


Life; i. e. That he receiving with due Diſpo- 

| fitions the Means of Grace now offered to 

him, namely, the Sacramental Body and Blood 
of Chriſt, may thereby have the Merits of 
Chriſt applied to him, and partake of all the 


Henefits of his Paſſion : That the conſecrated 


Bread and Wine may exert the life-giving 

Virtue with which the Holy Ghoſt hath en- 

dued them, and be to him the e or IE 
Seed of e an happy WN | 


Altai... * 


r 


. _ — 


1 Aſter the Prieſt i in Thos Primitive Church had' aid he Words f | 


| * the Delivery of the Elements, not much unlike this preſent | 


Form; the Faithful anfwered with an hearty Amen. And in this 
Manner, a lively Faith and fervent Devotion generally inſtructs 
eur ſincere Communicants to make the fame Anſwer; without 
apy ather Authority to enjoin it, or any other Thing but Cuſtom | 

r M blade noone — eee eee 
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II. The other Part is Exhortatory, when 
the Miniſter, at the Delivery of the Bread, 
ſays, Take and Eat this in Remembrance. that 
Chriſt died for thee, and feed on him in thy 
Faith with T hankſgiving : The Communicant 
is reminded, that this Sacrament was inſti- 
tuted in Remembrance of the Death of Chriſt, 
and to convey to us the Benefits of his Paſ- 
| fion:—— That, as the Sacramental Body of 
Chriſti is now given to him; ſo the natural 
Body of Chriſt was, on the Croſs, offered up 
for him; and that he i is one of thoſe whom 
Chriſt died for: 8 That whilſt with his 
| Mouth he cats che Holy Bread, he ſhould 
feed on Chriſt in his Heart by Faith; not fix- 
ing his Attention ſolely upon the. external 
Sign, the Sacramental Body; but lifting up 
his Soul to Heaven, where alone Chriſt ſitteth 


- Y N » non ww CY WS 
[4 I 
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| 


— 


to direct them herein: Unleſs the genera! Rubrick after the Ab- 
folution at Morning Prayer be thought to preſcribe this, which 
9 ſays, The People ſhall anſwer here, and at the End of all other | 
| Fre Amen, Cyril. Cat, Myſtag. 5. : | 5 
The Form in the Clementine Liturgy is very Mort 9 yeh. 
anus Vere, El Cons. The Body of Chrif. The Blood of 
Chriſt, the Cup of Life. And the Communicant is enjoined' to 
anſwer, Amen. In the later Liturgies, the Form i is en! narged. and 
comes nearer to that which we now ule. 


. 


5.2 | 11 
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in his gibrious Body at the Riglit-hand of 
| God, that Body which was crucified for him, 
the Symbol and Type of which he is now to 
Take and Eat, and by Faith in Chriſt, to 
make himſelf Partaker of the bleſſed Effects 
| a His a | : . 


The Direction at the Delivery. of the Cup 


is but little different from this The Com- 
municant is charged to drink this in Rememq- 
Grace that, Chriſt's Blood was fhed for him, 
and be thankful. A thankful Remembrance of 
Chriſt's. Death is abſolutely; neceſſary to a 
worthy Participation of theſe ſacred Myſteries. | 


Our Souls ſhould at hig Time be tuned to the 


higheſt Pitch of Gratitude, whilſt we com 


memorate the greateſt Teſtimony of Love 


that ever was, or could be ſhewn towards 
Mankind; whilſt we take the Bread of Life, 
and the Cup of Salvation, by which we are 
made Partakers of all the Benefits of Chriſt's 
Death and Paſſion ; which give us an Earneff 
and Pledee of an Happy Eternity, and a Right 
and Title to that exceeding Weight of ny 
* winch He at purchaſed for us. 


And: 
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And here we may obſerve, That the 
Church of England defrauds none of her Mem- 
bers of any Part of the Sacrament; the Laity, 

as well as the Clergy, partaking of it under 

both Kinds: For thus our Saviour inſtituted A 

it, and thus the Church admini ſtred it, for 


the firſt * thouſand Years after He Icſt the 
World. : 


Now to Him who hath loved us, who 
gave Himſelf for us on the Croſs, and 
- 1 Himſelf to 25 in the Holy Sacra- 
ment; even to our Lord eſis Chr it, 10 
20555 with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, 5 
: three Perfons and one God, be aſcribed, as 
is moſt due, all Thanks, Praiſe, Honour, 
and 2 ation, now and for « ever. Amen. 


— * 


1 The Council than? fo the Narr 1418. made the Com- 
munion in one Kind n Article of their Faith, in their 13th 
en. ; | 
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far as that Part of the Service, 
in which the Elements are de- 
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other Poſture being enjoined by the Rubrick; and this beſt agree. 


Ing with that Part of the Office which follows, it being FOE | 


| S A 


H AV E ls my. Deſign as 


1 


l  livered to, and received by the 
Congr egation. What follows is called the 
f 8 | After we 5 been OO : 


3 — Sd CAD 4. 18 . 
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at the Table of the Lord, who hath fed us 
with this heayenly. Repaſt, it would not be 


y for us Haſtily and abrup ly to depart 


out of His Houſe, witliout joining in ſome 


publick Acknowledgment. We do not finiſh 


ou common and daily Meals, without giving 
Thanks to God the FR” of them, altho' 


they tend only to preſerve this mortal Life: 


How much more then are we bound to ex- 
preſs our Thankfulneſs to the Governor of 
this Feaſt, who » hath entertained us with” ſach 
celeſtial Food, as is able to ping both 
Body and Soul unto e Life: 5 


Now when wre habe been Fealting at the 5 
＋ able of the Lord, What Words can we 


more properly uſe, than that F orm which our 


Tord Himſelf who inſtituted this Sacrament 
Hath compöſed? 


Ing 291725 an perk] may n what- 


Sy F orm which, be- 


7 1 5 1339 FP „ & D 4 3 * 5 2 * 


TY "Io 8 S Liturgy NAC 67s Te nul aut; | 


* 7s Tbs diu & Reiss, u xeelg fonte, Tod Mla EI ανĩ 
uad wtlarabay moy dyiov wins ⁰ Hιð“ut io. Having recelvel 
zhe precious Body, and precious Blood of Chriſt, let us give Thanks to 
Him who hath made us worthy. 70 farrake f His wy —_— 
* _ lib. 8. cap. 14. 


0 


: 8er 


be Rationa! Communicant. 1 17 


ſoeyer the other Prayers have of Deficiency: „ 
D and which may incline God to pardon 


us for the F ailings or In- devotions we have 


been guilty of in any Part of the preceeding, 


Service; ſince we are ſure, that Prayer muſt E 
— - acceptable to the F ather, which was com- 


poſed by his beloved Son. Thoſe who have 


ſpiritually eaten the Fleſh of Chrip, and drank 
His Blood, who dwell in Chri iſt, and Chriſt in 


them, who are one with Chriſt, andChriſt with 
them, may, after that, be allowed the Pri- 


| 8 vilege of calling God their Father; 3 ſince the 
*  Regenerate have the Title of the Sons of God. . 


An this Prayer chat lad we beg of God - 


to look favourably with an Eye of Mercy on 


what we have been doing : — To accept the 


Euchariſtical Service, or Sacrifice of Praiſe 

and 7 hankſgiving we have been offering up: 
—— And to grant to His whole Church Remiſ= 
ſoon of Sins, and all other Benefits of the Death 

and Paſſion of His Chriſt. And then, as 


St. Paul hath taught and enjoined us, we ; offer 0 


- and preſent our ſelves, our Souls, and Bodies, 


——_—_ . . 
— - n — 


Nn. Xii. 1. 
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to be a reaſonable, holy, and lively Sacrifice unto 
God. This Holy Sacrament muſt be looked 
unto as a ſolemn Dedication of our ſelves to 
God, and in theſe Words we reſign entirely 
both our Souls and Bodies to Him, and h. 
mit our ſelves wholly to His holy Will and 
Pleaſure. But as we are * not ſufficient of our 
ſelves to do any thing as of our ſelves ; — as 
wie cannot keep God's Commandments without | 
His continual Aſſiſtance ; we beg that thoſe _ 
who have been Partakers of the Communion, 
and now dedicate themſelves to the Service of 
God, may be fulfilled with His Grace and hea- 


venly Benediction, which alone can enable 


them to perform what they here promiſe. 5 


none of our Services have any Merit inherent , 


in them; — as our beſt Works are full of 
Defects; it is fit we ſhould own our Unwor- 
thineſs to offer any Sacrifice to God; that we 
ſhould intreat Him to accept that our bounden 
Duty and Service, not weighing our Merits 
(who diſclaim all Pretenſions to deſert) But 
pardoning our Offences for Chriſt's ſake ; and ” 
then we conclude this Prayer with giving all 
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: Honor" and Glory to the fiered and n 
Vided Trinity. 


There — in our nen ee Book, 


another F orm, which the Miniſter may, at 


lis Diſcretion, make Uſe of inftead of the 
former. It is partly Euchariſtical and partly 
Petitionary.. It begins with an hearty Acknow= 

ledgment of God's Goodneſs in feeding thoſe 
with the Spiritual Food of our Lord's moſt 
precious Body and Blood, i. e. in making them 
|  Partakers of the Benefits purchaſed by His 


Death, who have duly received the Sacramen- 


tal Body and Blood: In hereby affuring them 


: 5 of His Favour and Goodneſs towards them; of 


their Incorporation into the Myſtical Body of 
Chriſt; and of their being, through His 
Death and Paſſion, Heirs of His Kingdom. 
And then we humbly beſeech God through 
Chriſt, to keep us by His Grace in the Fel. 
= 2 and Union of His Church; and to 
enable us to do our Duty: Ending this 8 


1 e! likewiſe with a Doxology. 


Aſter this, in \ Imitation of our bleſſed Tad | 
and His Apoſtles, who. lang an Hymn 
% before 


- — — — z: 2 


| 
| 
| 
| 


120 The Rational Communicenes 


before f they concluded their Devotions, at 
the Time when our Lord inſtituted this Holy. 


Sacrament; our Church hath ſubjoined an 
nn to de aid or. ſung, which is taken 
principally from, the Holy Scriptures, and the 
Liturgies of the Primitive Church; and is very 


fit and proper for us at that Time, to expreſs | 


in it the Over-flowings of our Joy, the Great - E 
neſs of our Thankfulneſs, and the Leal. and 
Fervour of our Devotion. It begins with 


What the Angels ſaid, when they declared 


the Birth of our bleſſed Saviour; In which | 
we give Glory, to God on High, ad congratu- 

late Mankind for the Happinefs they reap 5 

from His good towards Man, which in- 
clined Him to give His Son for us on the 
Croſs, and now to give Him to us in the Sa- 
crament. The Sequel of it conſiſts in an 
| Acknowledgment” of the Eternal: Clory c * 


the Three Perſons of the Holy Trinity; in 
Acts of Pratfe and Thanks, Adoration 9 = 


Worſhip, i in the moſt pathetick Terms that : 
can poſſibly. be conceived. It would ener- 
vate chis ſublime nn to on the Senſe © 2 


» i 


n Mazth. xxvi. 39. „„ „ 


0 Like i ii. 14. 


of 
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of it in other Words than thoſe the Church 
hath made Uſe of: And therefore 1 ſhall only 
obſerve from hence, that nothing can be 
more ſtiong for the Divinity of the Son of 
Cod, or more evidently ſhew, that it is the 
Doctrine of our Church; though ſome who 

communicate with us, A of conſequence 
: Join in repeating it, have (to their Shame. be 
it ſpoken) denied this grand Article of our 
Holy Faith. Chriſt is here expreſly called 
Lord God; and as He who only is Holy, and 
only is the Lord is invoked with a repeated 


: Fervency to have Mercy upon us, and to Me 


ceive our Prayer, Let us then Pity either the 
Blindneſs or Obſtinacy of thoſe unhappy 
Men; and do Thou, O Lord Chriſt, who 
openeſt the Eyes of the Blind, O Lamb of 
Goa, that takeſ# away the Sins s of the World, 
have 8 un: them! 


"And; now we draw to a e of tlie 


F whole Service, here are added ſeveral Collects 


which may be uſed at the Diſcretion of the 
Miniſter. One * of which. begs Acceptance 


| © Aſſiſt us mercifully, Cc. 


Q 
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of our Prayers, Defence of God in this Life, 
and his Direction in order to attain Salvation. 
Another for Sanctiſication and Direction in 
the Laws of God, and Preſervation both in 
Body and Soul. A Third, That what we 
hear may bring forth the Fruit of good Living. I 
The next, That all our Works may tend to 
the Glory of God, and the Salvation of our. 
Souls. Another, That God would pardon 
our Failings, and grant what He knows to 
be Good for us. And the 5 laſt deſires, 
That God, through Chriſt, would hear our 
petitions, and anſwer them, ſo that his Glory 
may be promoted, and our N eceſſities re- 
lieved. Nothing can be more fit for che Con. 
cluſion of our r Deyotions. 


And then 4 is ſhut up with: a Gln 


a 2 So was the Communion Service of 
| the Primitive Church. As the T0.” Prieſt 


mighty and everlaſting God, Gr. 


Grant we beſeech Thee, c c 


3 Prevent us, O Lord, GG . 
4 Almighty God, Fountain of all, ec. 

5 Almighty God who haſt, c. 

Numb. vi. 24. B = 3 
5 : ————— uncer 


- — 
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under the Law was commanded to ble 2 the 
Congregation : : As our Saviour, when on 
Earth, * Ved His Diſciples; ſo before His 
Death * He left His Peace with His Apoſtles, 
and they, and their succeſſors, were com- : 
miſſioned to give it unto Men. When the 
Biſhops or Prieſts, under the Goſpel, + Bleſs 
the People, if the Son of Peace be there, 
their Peace ſhall reſt upon Him; i. e. the Bleſ- 
ſing of God ſhall infallibly deſcend | on thoſe 
who are fitly diſpoſed to receive it. God 
will not be wanting on His Part, but will 
confirm the Authoritative and Minilterial Acts 


of His Prieſts: He will Bleſs thoſe whom 5 


5 they Bleſs in His Name, unleſs the Impedi- 
ment be on the Side of Man. And here we 
obſerve the Impropriety and Abſurdity of 


- that Cuftom which ſome have of repeating it 


3 after the Prieſt: He here * a8 W God, 


— — _— 


Lale xxiv. Fo. 
5 Jolm x xiv. 27. 
3 Luke x. 5, 6. 


4 This is one of the Prerogatives of the Prieſthood, and there: 7 
fore no Deacon ſhould preſume to pronounce it. The Rubrick 
plainly excludes them, when it orders it to be pronounced either 
by the Prieſt or Biſhop if he be prefer. 


Lutte x. 6. 5 | : 
| 2 and 
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and the Duty of the People is only to attend 
Waſh: Silence and ibayfive Nee 


1 910 


Fler Rare * chis erm var V1 ol to Y | 


| the Peace of God, is taken from the 7th Verſe 


ef the 4th. Chapter, of the Epiſtle to the g 


Philippians. And the other Part is a ſolemn _ 


Benediction in the Name of the eyer-bleſſed 
Trinity: and ſo very fitly adapted to the 


: Chriſtian Church, to which this myſterious = 
Doctrine is more fully revealed, than it Was | 


Mem to the Church of the Nen. . 


a ä 6. 
= do 5 I” - 2 2 


an 
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you a Rational Account of the 


e Office of the Church of England: 
T have pointed out to you the Excellency and 


Pyopriety of the ſeveral Parts of it, and the 
e which they ſeverally require from 


And cannot better beſtow the Time that 
onal than in obſerving by Way of ap- 


Plication; 


I. Firſt, The Excellency of this Office: 


And, 


II. Secondly, What is due from us in re- 


turn for this Care of our Church. 


The 


N D Hh 1 have gone hrangld what 
!] firſt propoſed, which was to give 


“i! EG > th 8 — 23 Pots — 22 _ ©", <p IT 
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The Excellency of our Communion-Office 
conſiſts in 1 the 3 Particulars, 


2 478 TY In that! it retains all the Eſſentials * 


of the Sacrament; it adminiſters it with De- 


: cency ; 5 and 1 is free from Superſtition. 


i; In it the Elements of age and Wi "= 


(whih were what our Lord made uſe of, 
and the only ones ſpecified in the Goſpel) are 
bleſſed by a Prieſt lawfully ordained, with! - - 
Prayer and Thankſgiving, and rehearſing the 


Words of Inſtitution ; ; and are then taken and 


diſtributed in both Kinds to the whole Con- 
gregation. And thus no one, who judges 


without Prejudice or Partiality, can tax our 


Church with ng an Office that hath uy : 
- oy Defects. 


2. The Gee * our Altar or Holy 


Table, and the Veſſels to be uſed at the Mi- 

niftration, are ſuch as Decency and the Dignity | 

of this Chriſtian Sacrifice requires. Accord- 5 
| ing t to the ancient Practice of the Church, 


x Optat. Milevit. lib. 6. A. D. 365. 
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the Table is to have a fair white Linen 
Cloth upon it; than which nothing can be 
more Decent, nothing freer from Exception. 


| gaudy Furniture, ſuch as may ſerve to delight 

the wandring Eyes of the Vulgar ; to pleaſe 

them with the gay Pomp; and turn aſide | 

their Minds from better Contemplations, more 

| befitting the Place and Preſence they are in, 
and the Duty they come thither to perform. ; 
Neither do we hold Images or Relifs to be 
any ways befitting that holy Place, (or in- 
deed any Part of theſe ſacred Buildings erected 

to the Honour of God) when they are ſet up _ 
to encourage Superſtition, and are whe: to lead 

Men into 1dolatr 5 


3. We do not deck it with gorgeous and | 


"Our Church ſuffers not eyen 155 Holy Sacra- 
ment itſelf to be adored, though it be the 


typical and ſymbolical Body and Blood of 
Chriſt ; and therefore, as I have obſerved, 


ſhe formally proteſts, that ſhe intends no Aa — 
ration to the Sacramental Bread and Wine, 


„ 


ch Rubrick before Communion, 


ns T be Rational Combi: 


when the Communicants, according to Her 
Order, receive them Kneeling. 


To prevent the Abuſe of ſolitary Maſjes, 
in which, amongft the Papiſts, the Pr ieff 


ataiſccraves and receiyes by himſaif ; ; which is 
directly contrary to the Notion of a Commu- 


nion: We have, at the End of this Office, a 


Rubrick which forbids the Celebration of the 


Lord's Supper, except there be a convenient 


: Number to communicate with the Prieſt - And 


this is by the ſame 1 h determined to 


be 2 Three at . 


T he Compilers of our Liturgy were ex- 


ceedingly cautious, leſt they ſnould run into 
thoſe Faults, for which they blamed our Ad- 
verſaries; and therefore 70 take away all 


Occaſion of Diſſention and Superſtition, which | 


any Perſon hath, or might have concerning the 
Bread and Wine, they lay down this Rule, 


1 ſhall ſaffice, that the Bread be ſuch as is 


__ to be eaten; 12 the 20 and OO Wheat . 


. 0 P : 1 q F . . - . 1 5 


— 2 2 * — 


| :, 5 1 after Communion. 
9 26 Rabrick. 
£1 Sth Rubrick. 


| Bread 
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Byead that may be gotten. — The Beſt, out 
of Reverence to the Sacrament : and ſuch as 


is uſually eaten, becauſe the Silence of the 
Goſpel intimates to us, that our Saviour 


Himſelf inftituted and adidinifiied it, with 
ſuch Bread as was then at Hand, 50 they 
0 had been Eating of in the preceeding Meal. 


EN And than flinther, leſt what remains of the 
_ conſecrated Elements ſhould be abuſed to 
Superſtition ; it is ordered, That it ſhall not 
be carried out of the Church, but the Prieſt, 
and . other f the Communicants as he ſhall 
R 0 then 


0 n 


cee the 6th Rabrick, which is exactly conformable to Can. 7. 
of Theophilus Alexandrinus about the Year 385. In the third 
Century, a Cuſtom had obtained for the Lairy to reſerve and 
carry out of the Church Part of the Elements, as a Preſervative 
_ againſt any extraordinary Trial: But this being of bad Conſe- 
quence, and encouraging the ſuperſtitious Notion of Chgrms ; 
the Council of Saragoſſa, A. D. 381. forbad it under Pain of 
£ perpetual Excommunication. This Canon was inforecd 30 or 


40 Years after, by the firſt Council of Toledo, and aftervrards by 
- the Capitulars of Charles the Great. 


But beſides this private Reſervation, the Fidele were for- 
merly kept to be diſtributed to the Sick, &c. (Juſtin. Martyr. 

| Apol. 2. Euſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib. 6. cap. 44.) and thus it was or- 
dered amongſt us in iſt Book of King Edward VI. Rubr. ar 
Lo. Es rhe. Sick, But as this favoured oo much of the Opus 
| Ofera- 
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then call unto him, ſhall, immediately after the 


Bleſſing, reverently Eat and Drink the ſame. 
And herein our Practice agrees with thoſe . 
Canons of the ancient Church, which, under 


ſevere Penalties, forbid 17. fate Perſons to re: 
ſerve the Elements. 3 


11. But, Secondly, , the Care and Prigdleqics = 


of our Church, and the E xcellency of this 5 


Office, appear likewk | in that frequent Com- 
munion is encouraged by it. Part of the 


: Office is to read every Sunday and Holiday - : 

. And it is the Indevotion of the People Who 
15 neglect this Holy Myſtery, which hinders the . 
Service from proceeding, and the Sacrament by 


from being adminiftred ; and prevents the i 


good Deſire of the Church, who cannot con- 


rinue the Othce for want of Communicants. | 


—_— - 
— — . „ 
— 0 —_— 


— 0 — e "TP 
* 


[os Operarum 4 hd it was not 05 > agents. to the Defien P the 
Com union, that thoſe who join not in the whole Euchariſtical 


Action, and the Prayers of the Church, ſhould partake of the 
conſecrated Elements: That Order i is repealed amongſt us. 


This Rubrick likewiſe prevents thoſe many ſuperſtitious Uſes 2 


9 45 the Elements are put to in the Church of Rome; whoſe 
Cuſtom it is to reſerve them upon the Altar to be worſhipped 


by the People, &c. 


; © If Rebrick. 


In 
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In Cathedral and Collegiate Churches, the 

Rubrick * enjoins. a weekly Communion, every. 
Sunday at the lea. Thereby alſo ſhewings ; 
that the more frequently this Holy Sacrament 


18 adminiſtred, the Honour of God, and the 


Good of Mankind] 1s thereby the more pro- 


moted; and therefore where Men have, as WT 


in theſe Seminaries of Religion, more Leiſure | 
Bork worldly Affairs, it becomes their in- 


diſpenſable Duty to be more conſtant in this # 
. Act of Chriſtian Wor ell TY 


And thus i it is wits one's Duty to commu- 


| nicate as often as Opportunity will permit 


them. They are frequently invited by the 


* Miniſter in the Name of God. But as Men 


are too negligent in Affairs of this Nature 2 
the Church abſolutely infiſts upon every Pa- 
Tiſhioner's communicating : at the leaſt Tj hree 


times in the Year, of which Eaſter to be one. 
| She would have Men do it often, and miſs 


no Opportunities of thus remembering their 
Saviour; as may be ſeen by thoſe preſſing 
Arguments made Uſe of in her ſecond Warning, 


: . . 5 * 
© * ah ® 4 a 22 8 — RIF 4 — =, 
—_— _ 4 * 4 


——_ 
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before the Sacrament, But if they will not 5 
follow her Advice, ſhe exerts her Authority, 
and commands at the leaf they ſhould do. it 


I; 


1575 1. 865 Vear. 5 

A here + cannot but hewail the Decay | 
of that Spirit of Zeal and Devotion, which 
Vas in the /%½, ft Chriftians, who fg % this 
= Sacrament an eſſential and conſtant Part of : 
3 their daily Worſhip; and that the Chriſtians 
l 


} —_— + 
1 933 „ * 0 4 
: < 8 þ i 
* - * 
4 — — — ED * 
—— — —— — — — ern 
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Order ! And at the fame time, I congratulate 5 
my ovn Happineſs, and acknowledge my 
N ana Thankfulneſs to God's good Pro- 
 Vidence, for placing me over a Congrega- 3 
tion „ where (even in theſe looſe and de- 
; generate Times) a Zeal for this ſacred C Or- 
dinance is apparent, from thoſe Numbers 
( conſt iderable for the Bigneſs of the Town) 
which frequent our Monthly Sacraments. 
May this your Devotion continue and in- 
creaſe! And may your own Examples inflame 
all thoſe who live under your Roofs ! It is 
the Duty of 8 who are Hrads 4 of F Families 


; 2 — 2 2 oO — —ñ—— — — r a 
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- Highgate Chapel. SO 1 
3 8 | | to. | 
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of this Age ſhould give occaſion for ſuch an 
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to ſee all their Domeſlicks. inſtructed in their 


Religion; and to bring them to the publick, 


Worſhip in Prayers, Preaching, and the Sa- 
craments: And know this aſſuredly, that as 
they are intruſted to your Care; you muſt 
anſwer to God for thoſe Faults or Omiſſioris, 
which through your Neglect or Conni vance, 
through want of Advice or Admonition. 5 
0 your Dependants fall into. On this Account, ; 


Il muſt remind you, that I have but ſeldom 0 
bobſerved Servants attend here to receive the 
Holy Communion: And I do, in the Name. 


1 of God, charge it upon the Conſciences of 
you whoſe Servants they are, that you oblige 
| them to follow your own' Chriſtian Pattern, 


and do your Endeavour to bring them to the 1 


Lord's Table; that in fo doing, not only 


jou, by your Houſe may ſerve the Lord, and 


be frequent in commemorating the Death of. 


: Chriſt. 


III. Par: 5 bird! | As this is Office encourages 
: frequent Communion, ſo it takes all poſſible 
Care that none ſhould ruſh haftily and anad- 
viſedly to the Holy Table, without being 
duly and worthily prepared to partake of the 
Lord's PPT; L therefore the Miniſter. 
oy 4 2 
* 
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is impowered to repel all thoſe who © aft 
and notorious Evil Livers, or thoſe be- 


hee whom he perteiveth Malice and Hatred; 


ſince : while they continue in an impenitent 
State, or in an uncharitable Diſpoſition of 
Mind, they are very unfit Gueſts for tlie 
Table of the Lord. The Neceſſity of pre- 
paring our ſelves for the Holy Sacrament, 
and the Manner in which we are to do it, are 
taught fully in the Fir/ of thoſe Exhortations, : 
wich- are to be read when Warning is given 
of its Adminiſtration ; in that which is to be 


che ſhort Hroitation that immediately proceeds | 


1 Confeſſun; and in this laft ate ſummarily 


contained the Qzaliſications of a worthy Com- 
municant. I have already explained them 
ſeverally, and at large, and only mention 
them nom, to ſhew you, that as much Care 


2 


1 2d and 4 Rubrick before Communion. 


2 This i is one Reaſon, why the firſt Rubrict before the Com- | 
mumion orders thoſe who intend to partake of it, to ſignify 
' their Names to the Gurate at leaſt ſome time the Day before; 
namely, that he may the better judge of their Worthineſs to 
receive; and may have Tims. to admoniſh them, or reſolve to 
* them. : | 


18 


read at the Time of the Communion; and in 0 


* 
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is taken to prepare thoſe who: come to. the 


: eng As Warmen to inpite them 5 
b it. 


Iv, And chew: dhe. Our Comurniin 
Office i is an excellent Syſtem of the Doctrine 
of the Church relating to the Lord's Supper: 
7 5 Beſides the Preparation required, it ſets forth 
the End of i its Infitution ; the Benefits which 


flow from it; and with what Faith, what 
Devotion, what 7. hankfulneſi we ſhould receive 


thoſe Holy Myſteries. Its Prayers are full of , 
= the moſt feryent Zeal, ming] ed with 1 TH 
and a Senſe pf our own Unworthineſs : Its 
1 7 hankſgivings of the moſt grateful and oy = 
Joy: and all this couched. under the moſt pa- | 
|  thetick and moving Expreſſons. There is in 


os the whole Office, a noble Sublimity of Sen- 
timents and Strength of Words; ſuch as is 
abundantly ſufficient to ſtir up the AffeFiong 
of the Congregation ; and yet, at the ſame 
time, a Plainneſs of Diction, a Simplicity . 
and Propriety of stile, which is familiar and 
= 600 to the moſt common Were age. 5 


u. if 
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II. If then we have ſo excellent a Com- 
munion Office provided; let us conſider, Se- 
condly, what is due from us in return for this 

45 'Care of © our ans 


_ we Aud 1 our Eſteem for it, te 


us read it frequently, and ſludy it throughly : 


t it be our Companion at Home, as well as 


at Church; in our Cloſet, as well as at the 
Tord Table. So ſhall we come to a right 
| Knowledge of the Holy Euchariſt; — fo ſhall = 
we ſee the Neceſſity of Faquriny partaking 125 
of it; — ſo ſhall we approach God's Altar 
with fie Qualifications; —- ſo ſhall we know 
how to behave our ſelves in every Part of the 


Office with becoming Reverence; —— fo 
| ſhall we reliſh the Joy of this cele 10 B 


quet, and attain the Benef7ts of this Holy Sa- ; 


crament: Whereas, if Men never look into 


this Office, but when they uſe it in the 
Church, (Which happens, perhaps, much 


25 ſeldomer than it ſhould be) they then find 
: themſelves about a Buſineſs they are not well 

55 acquainted with; by the Novelty of which, 78 : 
: or the Scruples which may . 1 

they are apt to be diverted from that Intenſe- 


als. 


The Rational Communicant. 1 37 


neſs of Devotion, and Vehemence of Af 


fections, with Which this 2 Service ſhould 


| be attended. 


There can be no dener Rules laid down, 
no better Help given for the devout and pro- 
fitable Receiving of the Lord's Supper, than 
thoſe we have been explaining : And there- 
fore when we once throughly underſtand this 


Office; when at our Approach to the Lord's 


Table it is uſed in the Church, let us con- 
form our ſelves, as much as polüible, to the 
Directions it gives us; and reſign up our 

ſelves to thoſe pious Motions it is 0 My 5 


adapted to nee us With. 


But as ! in this Service ſome Inter- 
vals, in which every particular Perſon is not 


taken up in the publick Service; ( ſuch as 
_ the Space in which the Reſt of the Congre- 
_ gation is receiving ; ) let us, at thoſe Times, 
| be compoſed and filent, and neither by inde- 
cency of Poſture offend others, or by an irre- 


| gular Zn" leut their Devotion. 


. This is the Time to commune with our own 
Hearts and be ſtill. And that we may not be 
_ e REDIEIGT) - VE | — 


2 4 
© #4 
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at a Loſs. ho to employ this Time in a pro- 
fable Manner, there are ſeveral: reatiſes of 


Devotion uſeful to aſſiſt Communicants, and 
to furniſh them with proper Prayers and Me- 
ditations. But whilſt I recommend 1 


Books, and approve. of the U/e' of them; 1 


muſt caution you againſt the 4byſe, of them. 
They are only as Handmaids to ſerve, aſſiſt, 

and wait upon the Liturgy of the Church; 
and are to take e place oy when, 8 is alen. 


Let then this he laid down. as a 4 fred Rule: | 


which: is by no Means to be deviated from ; | 
No private Devotions whatſoever. muſt at any 


Time be ſuffered to interrupt the Publick. Ser- 


: vice of the Church; 3 or to employ us, when we 


are called upon to join with the Congregation in 


Common Prayers. If according to this Rule, 


you uſe theſe private Euchariſtical Offices 


only during the Intervals of the Litiugy; and 
uſe a judgment of Diſcretion, to accommo» _ 
date the Prayers they contain to your own 
particular Circumſtances; then may your 

whole Time, durivg the Adminiſtration of 
this ſacred Ordinance, be employcd to the 
: Honour of God, and your own Advancement 
in inodncts and Piety, | 


, SG | 


not, I. penult. r. dpyepevs. P. 11S. J. 3. r. Aon. 
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Having thus, through God's Aſſiſtance, If 
gone through the Task I undertook, no- P 
thing remains, but that we humbly beſeech 
the Almighty, that all who haye heard me, b 
being perſwaded of the Neceſlity of frequent | 
Communion, and the Excellency of our Com- 7 

munion Office, may conſtantly attend at His 7 

Holy Table ; and receiving this Holy Sacra- | 

ment with due Diſpoſitions of Mind, may | 

- partake of all the ineſtimable Benefits af it, | 

the Pardon of their Sins, Peace of Conſcience, 1 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, and the Salva- 

tion of their Souls, „ through Jeſus Chriſt our f 

Lord; TE . | 

E 0 hs N the F Father,” and Fu Holy 'Þ 

_ Ghoſt, be aſcribed, 1 „ moſt due, all If 

Honour, Praiſe, and Adoi Stott, 110W v and Hy ; 

for ever. Amen. | | 

| Lt 

P T 1 || 

— | 
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| ed p. xii. 1. 6. for the r. that. p. 28. not. 5 2 mupn nd | 
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